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The Department, is under obligations to Colonel Paul, author of the his- 
tory of Pennsylvania's Soldiers' Orphan Schools, for the use of the excel- 
lent engravings given in this report. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 



FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY 31, A. D. 1884. 



To Robert E. Pattison, 

Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; 

Sra : As required by law, the Su perm ten dent of Soldiers' Orphans re- 
spectfully submits the following report for the year ending May 31, A. D. 
1884 : 

There seems to be a prevalent misunderstanding of the law governing 
the admission of children into the soldiers' orphan schools of the State. 
Frequently we are asked, " How can there be soldiers' orphans now under 
the age of sixteen, when the war ended nearly twenty years ago f " Of 
course this is impossible. But the original law, confining admission to 
children whose fathers were killed, or died from wounds received while in 
the army or navy, was subsequently enlarged in its provisions by act of 
Assembly, approved March 18, A. D. 1875. Under this act, "All children 
of deceased, destitute, or permanently disabled soldiers or sailors, whether 
born after or before January 1, 1866, shall be admitted into the soldiers' 
orphan schools ou the same conditions as the orphans of deceased soldiers 
and sailors are now admitted." 

Many soldiers, during the war, entered the service at a very youthful 
age, who, by wounds received or diseases contracted therein, subsequently 
came to be so disabled and destitute as to make it impossible for them 
properly to maintain and educate their children born after the close of the 
war. The Legislature, therefore, very wisely enlarged the provisions of 
the law so as to allow such children to receive the benefits of these schools 
which had been so humanely established. 

We are convinced, however, from the many sad cases which have come 
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to our notice, that even this enlarging act was not enough. Jt is extremely 
difficult in moat eases to trace the present disability and destitution of a 
deceased soldiers' family, by any adequate or specific proof, to wounds re- 
ceived or disease contracted while in the army. In such cases it ought to 
be enough to have full proof of present destitution in order to admit 
children whose fathers, in the great crisis of the Republic, went forth at 
the call of their country to the field of strife and carnage, and have since 
Axed from any cause whatsoever, leaving their young children in penury. 
How many there are who, in swamps and dangerous night-marches, in ter- 
rible prisons and exposure to pestilence, in perils by land and in perils by 
sea, wasted the strength of their youth and manhood, but whose personal 
pride kept them from giving up until the very last moment, — how many 
such there are whose remaining families, desolate and destitute, can gain no 
definite affidavits from comrades long ago in soldiers' graves, or from army 
physicians who have either died or removed to parts unknown? Shall the 
helpless young children of such suffering families, where the fact of desti- 
tution is clearly made out by the testimony of neighbors and school-boards, 
be left to the cold charity of the world, and unheeded by a great State, 
grow up into vagrancy and crime ? Such neglect certainly contradicts the 
very spirit which originated the soldiers' orphan schools of this Common- 
wealth. Far better is it that such destitute children should be admitted 
into our already well-organized schools than that they should be made to 
suffer from the inadequate means offered by the directors of the poor in 
our various counties, or to endure the miseries of a vagrant and unguided 
youth, opening into a criminal manhood, and ending almost of necessity 
in the prison or on the gallows. Under the law, as it now is, we cannot 
admit such children without clear and full proof that the death and desti- 
tution were occasioned by some army wound or disease. In our judgment, 
the well-established destitution of the family should of itself be sufficient 
to admit the helpless children of a deceased soldier into schools so gener- 
ously organized for their good. Such modification of the present law we 
recommend. Not only does charity demand it, but the obligation of the 
State to seek the highest safety and welfare of its citizens shown it to be a 
duty. 

Not only is there a prevalent misunderstanding of the law governing ad- 
missions into the schools, but also of the system of management under 
which the schools have been conducted. How frequently we are asked such 
questions as these : "Are not the teachers overpaid? Are not too many 
of them engaged, so that the Department is expending State funds for the 
salaries of sinecures ? Are not the contracts for food, fuel, clothing, text- 
books, Ac, so mismanaged as to cause great loss to the State, and a cor- 
responding gain to others ?" It is quite clear from questions of this char- 
acter, no doubt honestly made, that there is a wide-spread ignorance of the 
whole method of management. 

The Department, in fact, engages no teachers, and since 1871 has fur- 
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nished no supplies whatever — indeed, has nothing to do with the finances of 
the schools. The schools are private corporations, to whom the Depart- 
ment transfers the children that they may be taken care of at a fixed per 
capita price, specified by act of Assembly making the appropriation. These 
schools, however, obligate themselves to feed, clothe, and educate the 
children, giving them proper medical treatment, and furnishing them with 
all the necessary text-books and stationery and other school apparatus ; 
and the Department, by frequent inspections, and regulative orders, and 
careful examinations, satisfies itself that all this is faithfully done. In case 
full satisfaction is not given, the Department has authority, after proper 
notice, to transfer the children to other schools where the work may be 
rightly done. The education, while elementary and including, just as far 
as possible, useful industrial pursuits, must be thorough, and such as char- 
acterizes our best regulated public schools. The food must be, in quantity 
and quality, such as is supplied at the table of a well-regulated family in 
the Commonwealth. The clothing must be substantial, and enough must 
be furnished to each child to amount to one sixth of the sum appropriated. 
The buildings must be commodious, in proper sanitary condition, and 
properly furnished. All this is regulated by careful inspection, and orders 
issued upon the base of such inspection-reports. Recently, one of these 
schools failed to satisfy the inspection of the Department, and came under 
the severe criticism of yourself and the superintendent. Repairing and 
refurnishing were promptly demanded by order of the Department, and as 
promptly undertaken and completed. 

The contract price in all the regular schools for food, fuel, clothing, tui- 
tion, text-books, medical treatment, and all, is one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars per annum for each child over the age of ten, and one hundred and 
fifteen dollars for each child under ten. One sixth of this must, without 
fail, be expended for clothing for the use of each child. It can be seen 
from this that the questions above referred to grow out of an entire ig- 
norance of the system of management. 

Perhaps, had the Legislature at the beginning realized the full magnitude 
and significance of the work before it, it would have erected its own build- 
ings and carried on the whole interest much in the same manner as it has 
done in its other philanthropic institutions. But at the start this was im- 
possible. It was an entirely new undertaking, and occasioned great cau- 
tion, and in the midst of much controversy was timidly entered upon. 
Indeed, after the drafting of an admirable bill by Doctor Wickersham, in 
1864, which was read in place April 8, of the same year, the Legislature, 
having passed through a severe struggle, settled upon a very simple act, 
authorizing the Governor to accept the generous gift of $50,000 made by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and to appropriate the same for the 
education and maintenance of destitute orphans of deceased soldiers and 
sailors in such manner as he may deem best calculated to accomplish the 
object designed by said donation. Such and so small were the beginnings. 
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The promoters of the good cause were necessitated at once to seek for 
schools already organized that the work might go on. It was impossible 
to think of erecting buildings or of prosecuting the work on such a scale 
as in reality it justly merited. We question very much, however, whether 
any other method, as the work increased, would have shown itself so eco- 
nomical, or could have called out, to so large an extent, the warm sympathy 
of the whole Commonwealth : for these schools have become very dear to 
the hearts of those who have taken the trouble to acquaint themselves with 
their management and work. In almost every hamlet of this vast State, 
the good results of these widely scattered schools can be seen. No nobler 
band of well-trained, independent, and honorable young men and women 
can anywhere be found than among the so-called " Sixteenera" who have 
graduated from these various schools. 

The thoughtful Superintendent, Doctor Burrows, did not make a mistake 
in following out and completing the valuable suggestions of Doctor Wick- 
ersham's first bill, although the struggle was long and severe before he saw 
the coming victory. 

We are fully convinced, however, that, could the Department at this time 
secure from the Legislature any large and well constructed buildings, such, 
for example, as the Marine Hospital at Erie, recently offered to the general 
Government, and transfer the children of some of the schools nearest the 
same, keeping them under the same general management as now, far more 
satisfactory work might be accomplished. This would open the way at 
once for organizing them into thorough industrial schools, which could 
continue as benefits for all destitute and homeless children when the sol- 
diers' orphans are no more. It is quite impossible to graft on to our sol- 
diers' orphan system industrial schools of proper character. Our buildings 
are inadequate, and no body of managers will be satisfied to enter upon 
such a work, knowing that the orphan schools close in 1890. Yet such in- 
dustrial pursuits are more and more demanded for these schools. With a 
building, however, such as referred to above, and an appropriation suffi- 
cient to secure the necessary machinery and tools, the soldiers' orphans 
could at once be placed in the same from schools near at hand, and the 
system could be enlarged so as to include all destitute children now either 
in poor-houses or farmed out by the directors of the poor. Counties within 
a given district could be required by law to send all such children to the 
school, where they could come under the same instruction and charge, under 
some proper obligation to pay for each a reasonable sum, such as they must 
now pay when voluntarily placing such wards in any of our charitable in- 
stitutions. Something of this kind, in our judgment, is now a pressing 
necessity ; and nothing could give us more satisfaction than to help in such 
work, should the Legislature, by your recommendation, open the way for 
a firm beginning. Our poor-houses, scattered through our various coun- 
ties, are no places for the training of children, and the matter will be but 
little more satisfactory if these destitute and homeless ones are farmed 
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out over the State. In neither case can there be any proper organization 
or concentration of effort to make such children, by education and industry, 
proper citizens of an enlightened Commonwealth. The whole experience 
of history has been that nothing is more costly and demoralizing to any 
community than idle ignorance and vagrancy. Indeed, could we, under 
prudent regulation, gather all the homeless and helpless children of the 
State into well-organized schools of industry, and keep them there, free 
from contamination and all temptations to vagrancy, what a blessing and 
profit it would be to this Commonwealth! 

The cost of the system has been very great. How could it be otherwise? 
The war was on a scale of magnitude unthought of and never before ex- 
perienced in history. We can hardly estimate the thousands who hurried 
from our mountains and valleys to fight under the flag of their country. 
Much less can we call into painful vision the thousand helpless little ones 
of families shattered and ruined in its bloody progress. Nearly four hun- 
dred thousand Pennsylvanians entered the army, and nearly fifty thou- 
sand of these never returned unless cold in their fiag-draped coffins. The 
whole State was filled with suffering orphans. Pensions, exhausting mil- 
lions, have served to make the ruin and wreck less sad. But no State ex- 
cept ours tried the noble experiment of taking the orphans of the war un- 
der its guidance and guardianship, and we have every reason to believe 
that the cost has been a thousand fold repaid by the good accomplished — a 
good which we are now reaping, and will reap for years to come. Yet, 
without counting the cost, the State has the priceless consciousness of hav- 
ing done its duty, and of having shown to the world that our modern civi- 
lization, if it eannot avert the dread necessity of war and make "the hoarse, 
dull drum to sleep and men be happy," can, at least, lessen the miseries 
which always attend it, and which, as Burke has well said, "are even more 
dreadful than the monstrous carnage itself, which shocks our humanity and 
almost staggers our belief." 

All admissions to the schools after June 1, 1882, having been forbidden 
by law, in preparing our report for the Legislature of 1883 we endeavored 
to make as close an estimate as possible of the necessary annual expense 
for the maintenance only of the children then in school, discounting for 
the number to be discharged on arriving at the age of sixteen, and for the 
probable number which would be ordered out for various other reasons. 
Having no authority to anticipate any change of the then existing law for- 
bidding further admissions, although urging the change, we reduced, in our 
estimate of funds needed, the amount of the two preceding years, asking 
an appropriation of only $625,000, which was $15,000 less than before. The 
Legislature, however, revived the law authorizing admissions to be made, 
but, probably by oversight forgetting that the estimate had been made 
upon the basis of no further admissions, failed to add, to the appropriation 
asked for, the $75,000, which was the reduction made in view of the fact 
that no more children were to be admitted. This left us in a very dif- 
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ficult position. As soon as the law granting admissions was approved, a 
formidable pressure was upon us to admit children, especially those who 
had been waiting already for a year or more in circumstances of great suf- 
fering and distress. Believing that there would be margin enough in our 
eatimate to warrant some admissions, we ordered in a few, selecting those 
most destitute and helpless. We soon found, however, that our estimate 
had been too low even to maintain those already in, and that a deficit was 
unavoidable. Discovering this, we refused at once to admit any more upon 
any condition whatever, except to fill a few vacancies, up to March, 1883. 
Such has been our policy since December, 1883. 

Applications have been made, and strong appeals have reached us almost 
daily, and the sad condition of the destitute children pleaded more strongly 
than aught else, but we have been forced to refuse all that the deficit might 
not in any way be increased. Added to this, we have made every effort to 
decrease it by discharges wherever possible, and have gone so far as to re- 
quire the schools to discharge six per cent, of tbeir number on roll and in 
good standing September I, 1884, to bring the management within the 
amount appropriated. Such, though severe, must be our policy in the fu- 
ture unless the Legislature conies to our relief. 

We, therefore, most respectfully and urgently ask the Legislature to re- 
store at least $30,000 of the $T5,000 of reduction made in our last estimate, 
appropriating it to meet the deficit which is unavoidable for the years end- 
ing respectively May 31, 1884, and May 31, 1885, and to apppropriate for 
the two years beginning June 1 , 1885,1350,000 Jbr each year. This amount 
will be needed, in our judgment, to carry forward the work in accordance 
with the law. 

The present condition of the schools, so far as can be shown by statistics, 
may be seen in the appended tabular statement. The health of the children 
has been remarkable, showing that great care has been taken in this matter. 
No epidemics have prevailed, and failures in attention to school duties 
caused by sickness have been very rare. Most of our recommendations in 
reference to sanitary improvements have been promptly attended to, and 
we feel no hesitation in saying that the schools have had a very successful 
year's work, and are now in as good, if not better, condition than ever 
before. 

The educational and disciplinary work has been most satisfactory. The 
examinations, which were very thorough, have been regarded by all who 
attended them as showing a degree of attainment and drill which our best 
public schools even might well be proud of. Our inspectors, Mrs. B. E. 
Hutter and Rev. John W. Sayers, have given most faithful and valuable 
service. Their zeal in the work is only equaled by their thorough knowl- 
edge of all its details. It would be impossible to prosecute the work with- 
out their aid, and they should by all means be continued in office. Their 
reports are appended. To make the inspection, upon which so much de- 
pends, more definite and effective, we have carefully re-organized the work, 
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and in such manner as to make it almost impossible for any deception to be 
practiced upon us, even should there be any disposition to do so. These 
new regulations are embodied in this present report. (See folio 59.) 

We are much gratified to notice the deep interest which these schools 
are more and more eliciting. One of our respected Representatives, Hon. 
W. J. Hulings, of Venango county, has generously placed in our trust 
funds paid him by the State for his official services which he was unwilling 
to use for himself, that the same might be devoted to the good of the sol- 
diers' orphans. Appended (see folio 18} is a full account of the fund, and 
all the details of its disbursement. Others also have shown in various 
ways their warm sympathy. As always heretofore, so during the time cov- 
ered by this report, the Grand Army of the Republic have given us their 
most hearty and effective cooperation. We feel gratified that they recog- 
nize so fully the value of the schools, and also show such confidence in their 
present management. Should we be able, as we hope to be, to enlarge the 
work as already suggested, so as to organize, in conjunction with our pre- 
sent system, thorough industrial schools, holding the children for at least 
two more years, so that from the ages of fourteen to eighteen they may gain 
mastery of useful trades and mechanical employments, then the Grand Army 
of the Republic can give us most valuable and effective aid in securing for 
our graduates places of profitable trust where their acquired skill may be of 
the most service to the various industries of this great Commonwealth. 

Thanking you for your kind interest manifested in every way during the 
past year in this as well as the other philanthropic interests of the State, 
and always asking God, who is the Father of the fatherless, to guard the 
whole work, and to crown it with His benediction, 

Yours to serve, 

B. E. HIGBEE, 
Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans. 
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TABULAR STATEMENTS. 



The following are the usual tabular statements, giving the statistics of 
the system and showing its working during the past year : 

Contpranemlve Summary. 

Number of institutions in which there are soldiers' orphans, 17 

Reduction in the number since the beginning, . 21 

Number of orphans in schools and homes May 31, 1884, . 2,306 
Number admitted on order from June 1, 1883, to June 1, 

1884, . . 455 

Number of discharges from June 1, 1883, to June 1, 1884, 496 
Number of orders of admission issued since system went 

into operation, 13,465 

Number of orphans admitted since system went into opera- 
tion, . . - 12,701 

Number of applications on file June 1, 1884, 1,128 

Number of these approved, 429 

Cost of system for the past year, 352,141 62 

Whole ordinary cost of the system since going into opera- 
tion, as shown by the several annual reports to May 31, 

1884, 7,632,354 70 

Extraordinary expenditures for damages paid by special 

appropriations, .... 35,395 13 

Appropriation made for year ending May 31, 1885, . . 300,000 00 

Financial Statement. 

Expenses. 

For education, maintenance, and clothing, $337,362 23 

For aiding deserving pupils in the several State normal 

schools, 5,594 04 

For out-door relief, 229 92 

For expenses of Department, 2,306 43 

For salaries of superintendent, inspectors, and clerks, . . 6,650 00 

Total, $353,141 62 

Resources. 
State appropriation for year ending May 31, 

1C84, $325,000 00 

Balance from previous years, 12,975 32 



337,975 33 



Deficit for the year ending May 31, 1881, ... 

The respective amounts due the schools and remaining u 
on page 6. 

1 Sol. Obp. 
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APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES since 
Appropriation! . 



When made. 


Character. 


Amount. 


May 
May 


fi, 1884 
28,1865 

5, 1865 

6, 1865 
11, 1886 
11, 1887 
25,1968 

11, 1868 
13,1869 
14, 1889 
16, 1809 
31, 1870 

6, 1870 
27, 1871 
27, 1871 

27, 1871 
1872 

3, 1872 

a, 187S 

1873 

187* 

14, 1874 

12, 1675 
1875 

13, 1876 
30, 1876 
18, 1877 
18, 1878 
11, 1879 
11, 1879 
11, 1879 
29, 1881 

28, 1883 

28,1383 


By Loyal Association of Pennsylvania, Washington, 


150,000 
76,000 

85 
3 

300,000 
350,000 
172,631 
400,000 
50,000 

5,000 
450,000 
89,668 
520,000 

5,000 

5,000 
520,000 

8,400 
480,000 
460,000 

3,950 

2,450 
440,000 
400,000 

1,000 
380,000 

1,121 
360,000 
360,000 
720,000 

8,000 

6,278 
700,000 
825,000 


00 
00 








April 




00 


Feb. 




46 








April 




^ 






April 
May 
May 
May 

April 
April 






By Legislature for damages, Orangeville, 

By Legislature, . ...,-■ 


00 
00 
00 
00 




00 








May 
April 














May 

Nov. 


By Legislature for damages, St. Vincent's college, . 

By Legislature, 


00 
00 


Dec. 


By Legislature, 

By Legislature for year ending May 31, 1884 


00 
00 
25 
00 
00 




?7,643,588 


nn 




By Legislature for year ending May 31, 1885, .... 




June 


$300,000 


00 
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the establishment of the Orphan School System. 
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514 
509 
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467 
460 
423 
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380 
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360 
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J88 
970 
971 
136 
037 
245 
183 
879 
693 
530 
656 
748 
934 
431 
033 
764 
051 














































From June 1, 1S73 
From June 1, 1874 


to June 1, 1674, 


49 










































From June 1. 1882 
•From June 1, 186 


















17,618,188 
25,395 




For damages : 
Orangerilie so 
Orangeville bo 
Jacksonville » 
St. Vincent's c 
Bridge water bc 
TituBTille scho 
















5,000 00 

1,121 88 

8,000 00 

. 6,278 25 
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8. Pennsylvania Training School, 
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DIFFERENT INSTITUTIONS. 
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Clothing Account. 

Under existing laws, one sixth of the total amount paid the schools for 
education and maintenance must be expended for clothing. The Super- 
intendent is required to prescribe the kind and quality, and to see that each 
child receives the full amount the law contemplates. The following is the 
account for the year. In the aggregate it will be seen that the schools ex- 
pended more money for clothing than the amount received for that pur- 
pose from the State. The expenditnres are all proven by proper vouchers 
placed on file in this Department. 



Schools. 


Amount 
required. 


Amount 

expended. 




(4,804 46 
4,211 10 
5,449 83 
1,600 60 
4,307 37 
4,774 68 
6,839 26 
6,422 89 
6,941 73 
4,119 74 
6,866 68 


(1,329 22 


S. Harford, 


6,431 2S 








4,852 75 
6,407 05 




9,621 17 

1,341 67 








164,216 21 


•67,818 71 



Department Account. 

By amount appropriated for incidental expenses, $2,750 00 

By amount appropriated for out-door relief, . 1 ,500 00 
By amount appropriated to aid deserving pupils 

in State normal schools, ... 1 ,000 00 

$11,350 00 

To amount paid for postage, telegrams, and ex- 

presBage, $548 03 

To amount paid for printing, 100 00 

To amount paid for funerals, 300 00 

To amount paid for office furniture, Ac, .... 54 90 

To amount paid for traveling, 1,302 60 

To amount paid for out-door relief, 229 92 

To amount paid in aiding deserving pupils in State 

normal schools, 5,594 04 

Total expenditures, 8,129 39 

Balance unexpended and covered into the treasury May 31, 

1884, $3,120 61 
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Soldier.' Orplmm lit Nomml S 

Under the act of Legislature, a limited Dumber of the graduates of the 
soldiers' orphan schools were admitted during the year to the State nor- 
mal schools to prepare them for the teachers' profession. The following 
table gives the names of those admitted, together with such details con- 
cerning the matter as are deemed necessary to a full understanding of what 
has been done. By contract with the several normal schools, the amount 
paid per week for each pupil was four dollars, including boarding, tuition, 
and the use of text-books. One dollar per week of this amount was paid 
out of the common school fund. Several hundred orphans instructed by 
the State are now teaching in the common schools, thus repaying an ac- 
knowledged debt. 
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ACCOUNT WITH THE 





N nines of Pupil.. 
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Denominational Pirratnge of the ChlUrta. 

Of the 2,306 children at school May 31, 1884, the fathers of 2,053 were 
reported as members of some religious denomination, leaving S63 not con- 
nected with any church, or not stated. Of the 2,063 children, there are of 
Methodist parentage, 712; Presbyterian, 340 ; Lutheran, 240 ; Protestant, 
(probably not intended to represent any particular denomination,) 211 ; 
Baptist, 130; Episcopal, 90; Catholic, 15; Reformed, 65; Disciple, 40; 
Church of God, 36; United Brethren, 33 ; Evangelical, 32 ; Congregational, 
9; Dnnkards, 9; Moravian, T ; Universal! st, 6 ; Adventist, 6; Friends, 4 ; 
Mcnnonite, 3 ; Winebrenarian, 3 ; Free Thinkers, 2. 



Statement of settlement with Auditor General of " out-door relief " ex- 
tended to certain soldiers' orphans for the year ending May 31,1884, under 
provisions of an act approved June 28, 1883. 



1 


Name of Child. 


Name of Trustee. 


Poet-Office Address of 
Trustee. 


Amount 
paid each. 


I 

2 
S 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 


Barker, Clara M., 

Billig, Clara A., . 

Field, EffleM., . 

Lear, James II., . 
Smith, Ulysses Q., 
Ware, Joseph P., . 
Ware, Henry E., . 
Ware, Mar; E., . 


O. Logan, .... 
L. A. Soholllnberger, 

G. L. Kberhart, . . 

J. A. Ege, . . . 
Irwin Chlaholm, . . 
Calvin D. Moser, . . 
Calvin D. Moser, . . 
Calvin D. Moser, . . 


Albion, Erie co.. Pa., . . . 
Reading, Berks oo.. Pa., 
New Brighton. Beaver CO., Pa. 
Bradford, MoKeun oo-. Pa., 

Reading, Pa,, 

Reading, Pa., ...... 


*1BB2 
30 00 
30 OO 
30 00 
SO 00 
80 00 
SO 00 
SO 00 




{229 92 
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Of tho 1,128 applications remaining (in hlo at the cliiae of the year, 429 have bee» a 
proved, the balance, (599, being incomplete for want of suffloieut testimony to meet tl 
requirements of law. 
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StaU.tlf ■ of Orphan 



Schools. 


County. 


Principal. 


1 

1 

s 

1 

O 


3. Harford 


Chester, .... 
Armstrong, . . 
Susquehanna, . 
Philadelphia, . 
Philadelphia, . 
Tioga, .... 
Juniata, .... 
Mercer, .... 
Lancaster, . . 
Philadelphia, . 
Fayette, . . 
Cumberland, . 


R. S. Maonamee, . . 
Mrs. E. Ambrose, 

H. S. Sweet 

W. J. Power, . . . 
W. M. Hugg, . . . 
V. R. Pratt, .... 
F. P. Kberman, . 
J. M. Sherwood, . . 
IT. B. HodoIc, . . . 
A. G. Huber, . . . 
A. H. Waters, . . . 
J. A. Moore, .... 


601 
781 

893 
8 
279 
822 
977 


9. Mount Joy 

10. Soldiers' Orphan Institute, . . . 


1,030 

1,062 


12. White Hall, 


855 


Homes. 


York, 

Philadelphia, . 

Delaware, . . . 
Philadelphia, . 
Butler, 

W est in o re 1 ami , 


Mrs. M. B. Welty, . 

Mrs. A. W. Stille, . 
I. N. Kerlin 




2. Church Home. .... 

3. Pennsylvania Training Sohool, . 

4. St. John's Orphan Asylum, 

6. St. Vincent's College, 

7. Tressler Orphan Home, 


05 
7 


P. C. Prugh, . . . 
H. Pfraengle, . . . 
P. Wlllard, .... 


6 

872 






13,465 










18,662 
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STATEMENT showing under which class of application the children in the schools 
and homes May 31, 1884, were admitted. Clan* No. 1 applies to cat 
father is dead: and class No.t where the father is living, out permanently dis- 
abled by wounds or disease contracted in the army. 
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i 










12 










14 
841 


2 

160 














1155 


152 


15 



jionzcdb, Google 



Annual Report of thi 



IS§TRCCTIOS KEPOHT.— lumhK of TiukOi ill I 





Tb AC HERB. 


Schools. 


1 


1 


I 




2 
2 
1 

S 

2 

1 
8 
2 
S 

8 


8 
2 

6 
3 
2 

5 
5 
8 
2 
2 

' "l 


























































20 


42 


68 





Fourth (Iraiir, 


Schools. 


No. Id class. 


i 
1 




A. 


B. 




22 
IS 
22 

6 
17 
21 
20 
]7 
34 
26 
21 

1 
13 


IS 

20 
19 
16 
22 
22 
























































14 Home., r tailed 


288 


112 


850 











jionzcdb, Google 



Ex. Doc.] Superintendent op Soldiebs' Orphans. 



plli in 


tank Clan nnd Qralt 


•ad Whole Number of Pupil • 




mt 


Term, Jnl j- 11, 1884. 










First Grade. 


Second Grade. 


Third Grade. 




Number la class. 




No. In olass. 




No. In class. 




J 

a 




n 




3 




11 
















A. 


B. 


C. 


& 


A. 


B.&C. 


H 


A. 


B. 


ft 


12 


10 




22 


14 


11 


25 


18 


20 


38 




7 


8 




15 


25 


20 


45 




28 


































4 
29 


11 

19 




11 
19 


9 
25 




25 




22 






5 


11 


12 


10 


33 


20 


12 


82 


24 


28 


50 


fl 


19 


14 


14 


47 


19 


16 


35 


22 


18 






9.9 


27 


29 


85 


23 


22 


45 


16 


20 


35 


8 


32 






32 


80 


12 


42 


33 




88 


II 




3 




7 




8 


8 


9 


IS 


24 


II) 


20 


14 


21 


65 


20 


38 


58 


25 




25 


il 








9 


18 




18 


11 




11 












187 


88 


74 


349 


214 


139 


358 


228 


127 


355 





Fifth Grass. 


Sixth Grade. 


Gradb. 


Eighth Grade. 


t 

i 




No. in class. 




No. Id class. 




No. in 


No. In class. 




£ 




a 




3 








« 


a 
















A. 


B. 


£ 


A. 


B. 


ti 


A. 


A. 


B. 


£ 


S 


Zi 


18 




' 18 


24 




24 


19 


4 




4 




, 






22 


10 




10 


2 












23 


22 


46 


■23. 


17 


39 


22 


14 


8 












10 


11 




11 










61 










13 




13 


12 


11 


IB 


30 


166 














19 


14 






4 










42 


15 


19 


84 


14 
















26 


11 


15 


26 


8 


10 














36 


25 




25 


26 


12 


19 










18 


36 


17 




17 
















18 


39 


18 




18 


















2 


2 




2 


















12 


11 




11 


6 


S 




8 


78 


13 


217 


107 


324 


198 


61 


249 


146 


69 


56 


126 


2,261 
13 


14 
























2,264 





jionzcdb, Google 



Rkfobt of thx 



[No. 6, 



HC LINGS' FUND. 

At the close of the extra session of the Legislature of 1 883, Hon. Willis 
J. Hillings, of Venango, donated his salary for the extra session, amounting 
to thirteen hundred and twenty dollars and seventy-five cents, ($1,320 7 5,) 
for the benefit of indigent soldiers' orphans of Venango county. As this 
money could not be received and disbursed by the Auditing Department 
of the Commonwealth p it was placed in our hands, with a request that we 
use it iu the manner above-mentioned. We herewith append the names of 
the children receiving the benefit of his liberality, and a statement of the 
account. 

Amount of salary donated, $1,320 75 

Amount disbursed up to August 31, 1884, 514 13 

Balance on hand September I, 1884 $8 06 6 3 

Detailed Statement of DiebnTeemente. 
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Sinnof child. 


School 


Due of 
Admlaaloo. 


hi 
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W!lhelm;E.»M.', ''..'.'. 


Dayton! - ■ 
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t»» 
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fjuia 



All of which is respectfully submitted. 



E. E. HIGBEE, 
Superin tendent. 
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REPORTS OF THE INSPECTORS. 



Report of Mrl. E. E. Hatter. 
To E. E. HlGBEE, 

Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphan School*: 
Dear Sir : In presenting to you this report of my last year's official la- 
bors in the work of visiting and inspecting the soldiers' orphan schools, a 
high sense of gratitude constrains me, first, to acknowledge the goodness 
of God in having continued to our institutions His paternal guardianship 
during another year, not having been visited by fires, flood, or any epi- 
demical diseases. In addition to these blessings, our institutions rejoice 
in the continued good-will of the people of the State and of their repre- 
sentatives. This is evidenced by the appropriation annually made by the 
General Assembly to their support. Institutions such as ours, under God, 
rest exclusively for their continuance and efficiency on the confidence and 
favor of the people artd their representatives. Much reason for thankful- 
ness have we, therefore, in the fact that ours continue so largely to com- 
mend themselves to the popular approval. May we not say that they are 
enthroned in the very hearts of the people in whose behalf the fathers of 
these children sacrificed their health and lives ? So long as this high trust 
is faithfully administered, we may feel assured that the necessary support 
will be cheerfully granted, for all of which we owe the Lord thanks, since 
every good and perfect gift comes from Him, and we have nothing of which 
he is not the Giver. 

The schools this year have been running very smoothly. I have visited 
all the schools and homes where soldiers' children are congregated regu- 
larly during the year. They are in good condition. They have a corps 
of well-selected, well-educated teachers who are aiming at a high standard 
of proficiency in their pupils, and the results, as a whole, are satisfactory, 
not all, however, reaching the same degree. In addition to the common 
branches, physiology, natural philosophy, algebra, geometry, and book- 
keeping are taught in all the schools, also vocal music and instrumental, 
limited. In one of the schools the past year stenography has been intro- 
duced. I deem this a very valuable addition, as a knowledge of short- 
hand will be of great assistance to either boys or girls in securing a good 
situation. 

The Kindergarten system should be more widely diffused. Wherever it 
has been, it has proved a great blessing in many ways. The little ones 
are so happy in the " Tinder darten," wishing for a morning and also an 
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afternoon session. The instincts of the child are heeded, and the percep- 
tions quickened, not blunted. The hand, heart, and bead are trained in 
sweet unison, and a beautiful symmetry of character is developed. This 
leads me, as by a pleasant path, to my next head. 

I nil [II trial Training. 

I am glad to see that there is a general rousing up in Pennsylvania 
with reference to industrial training. Skilled labor ever commands a fair 
price, and is in constant demand. How few American boys and girls, com- 
paratively speaking, learn a trade. We are obliged to send to Europe for 
our trained workmen in the various craits, while native-born citizens have 
been compelled to occupy lower positions, and, consequently, to receive 
smaller wages, for lack of this trained skill. I believe in training co- 
joiutly the brain and the hand ; let the two be considered of equal import- 
ance ; let the one kind of teaching be done, and the other not be left un- 
done. In these orphan schools, through the detail system of work, our 
girls do become good housekeepers; many of the girls are very skillful in 
making button-holes, some learn dressmaking and tailoring before leaving 
the schools, sewing neatly both by hand and on the machine, and some 
have learned the trade of making artificial flowers. The boys in the 
country schools learn something of farming. In one school a class of boys 
has been instructed in working in wood, brass, -iron, and mechanical 
drawing. I am proud to say that one quite small boy drew the medal for 
working in steel at the Spring Garden Institute, Philadelphia. All this is 
as it should be, only we want more systematic industrial training in all the 
schools. Labor is honorable. 

Moral bud Religions Culture. 

In all the schools regular religious services are held on the Sabbath day. 
The International sabbath -school lessons are taught. Also, there are daily 
morning and evening prayers. This is not all. Children learn as much 
by example as by precept, and all who associate with them, in whatsoever 
capacity, must feel the importance of so deporting themselves as to be 
worthy of imitation. 

I recommend a kindly woman, a head nurse, in fact, to care for the 
many little boys and girls now congregated in all the schools. A woman 
knows how to meet the wants of tender childhood, and a good motherly 
woman of gentle manners, of pure language in the nursery and on the 
play -grounds, is a great means of benefit to the young children. To her 
they can tell their childish griefs, and be comforted with a few words of 
sympathy and cheer. The little boys should not be left in charge of the 
male attendant, but separated from the larger boys. 

Military Drill. 

The larger boys are all exercised in the military tactics. It is a manly 
exercise, conducive alike to health and manliness. I am glad to report 
that in most of the schools more attention is given to the drill ; not as 
much neglected as heretofore. 
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Clothing. 

One sixth of what the State pays for each child is allotted for clothing. 
In some instances the proprietors have appropriated more than this sum 
for this purpose. The children, as a rale, are plainly and substantially clad. 
The military s-iit of the boys is ever pleasing and also comfortable. The 
girls are tastefully attired, their clothing being made in the modern style- 
These remarks are true of all the schools, and much more might De said in 
praise of some. 

. The Pood. 

The food is plain and sufficient. Butter 19 given more liberally than for- 
merly. In the country schools less variety appears on the table than in the 
schools of the cities and larger towns, where good marketing is available. 
The table generally presents a pleasing appearance, which, in my mind, is 
very necessary to cultivate refinement. 

The health of the children has been remarkable ; so few cases of sickness 
and death, when the large number of children is considered. 

Ri u iul 11 nt i oil * . 

The examinations this year have been exceedingly well attended by men 
and women of influence and culture. I refer with pleasure to these days 
when so many from the outside come to witness the success of the schools, 
and take great pride in saying that our Governor, Robert E. Pattison, who 
is taking great interest in the welfare of our soldiers' orphans, industrially, 
physically, morally, and educationally, attended some of the examinations, 
and expressed himself highly pleased. The children greeted him with a 
kindly welcome, as they recognized in him their true friend. 

BulMlng*. 

Many of the buildings now occupied by the orphan schools are old, hav- 
ing been in use for other purposes. Previous to the opening of the schools 
nearly twenty f 20) years ago, some of the buildings had been used as acad- 
emies, others as water cures and summer resorts, and, being frame, they 
have necessarily become old and dilapidated. I cannot but continue to 
recommend that these buildings should undergo thorough repair — in some 
cases the repair needed is, that the old buildings should be pulled down 
and new ones erected in their place. 

These edifices do not belong to the State, hut are the property of private 
individuals or corporations, and as the soldiers' orphan schools are yet 
to continue quite a period of years, I do insist upon a thorough renova- 
tion of all the buildings occupied by these schools which have not already 
been thus renovated. Some of the buildings, I am glad to say, have been 
put into excellent repair. Several of the principals and proprietors during 
the last year have, by the expenditure of quite a large sum of money, 
placed the buildings and grounds in a very good condition, every desired 
3 having been supplied, such as improved facilities in the laun- 
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dries and the bathing arrangements for the children, all of which is so es- 
sential to health and cleanliness. 

Corporal PaaUhment. 

I regret I must again refer to the horrible practice of corporal punish- 
ment in our schools. I am fully persuaded that the application of the ro(* , 
especially to delicate and defenseless girls, is exceedingly injurious. To 
my mind few spectacles, if any, are more revolting than to see a robust, 
able-bodied, full-grown man, whip in hand, inflicting lashes on children. 
The girls it never fails, aside from the physical pain, to degrade and dis- 
gust, and the rebellious boys it only serves to render more rebellious still. 
I hope the day is not far distant when I can report it entirely abolished in 
all the schools. 

Grand Aimy of the Republic. 

The Grand Army of the Republic have been true to their pledges to 
dying and disabled comrades, and have proved themselves fathers to the 
fatherless and needy. Quite a friendship exists between the men who once 
were the " boys in blue " and the young recruits who are growing up so 
strong and manly to fill the ranks now becoming sadly empty of the brave 
heroes of twenty years ago. 

Let me, in conclusion, congratulate you upon the success of your ad- 
ministration. All acknowledge that the present prosperous condition of our 
common schools and soldiers' orphan schools is owing to your untiring 
efforts. 

Respectfully submitted. 

ELIZABETH E. -HOTTER, 
Inspector and Examiner. 



Report of John W. Snyera. 
To E. E. HlGBEE, 

Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools: 
Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of my in- 
spection of the soldiers' orphan schools during the past year : 

General Condition. 

All the schools have been risked, some tour and others fiv« times, and 
in the whole rouud of duty I have found but little cause for complaint of 
the general management, but much to commend and encourage. The sat- 
isfactory sanitary measures of the previous year, as to pure water, fresh 
air, proper ventilation of dormitories, and excellence and abundance of 
food, are still continued. The best evidence of the observance of these im- 
portant measures is found in the healthful condition of the children. 

Clothing of the same style, material, and quality is furnished as of last 
year. 
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Instruction ud Training* 

Instruction in the various branches of education has steadily improved, 
as experience has suggested better methods, until the schools are not ex- 
celled by any other institution of similar curriculum. In the examinations 
the pupils acquitted themselves with great credit, showing diligence upon 
their part and skill and industry upon the part of the teacher. Indeed, 
that which heretofore seemed so excellent bas been largely improved upon. 
In physical and manual training much progress has been made ; this is 
fully attested by the admirable discipline maintained and the manly bearing 
of the boys. In the girls' department similar advancement has been made 
where the useful science of housekeeping and matronly branches have been 
skillfully imparted. Sound moral and religious instruction, looking strictly 
to the spiritual welfare of the scholars, is among the important features of 
the teacher's work, and we have reason to rejoice over the good already 
accomplished and the grand results which are sure to follow. 



The visits of Governor Pattison through the year were productive of 
much good. His high position, the deep interest he personally manifested 
in the work, and the enthusiasm which his addresses imparted to the' scholars, 
will have an abiding effect upon their minds. While the children will never 
forget the Governor, they will long be remembered by him. 

Sehool-Bnlldingi. 

Many of the school-buildings are growing old, but are now receiving the 
much-needed repairs. The Mercer buildings, of which complaint has been 
made, have been thoroughly repaired during vacation. That our foresight 
is not always equal to the demands which emergencies may make upon us 
is clearly shown from the selection and location of these school-buildings. 
It would have been wise if the State had, at the outset, erected four or six 
good suitable buildings properly located for the use of these schools, as 
they would have saved much expense and served many useful purposes 
after the object of their construction had been consummated. 

The thought of educating the orphans of the State's fallen defenders was 
a new experience, and was looked upon as only a temporary enterprise, but 
as time moved on it developed into one of the noblest and most patriotic 
conceptions of any nation or age. 

Tno CmlMl Army. 

If the education of our soldiers' orphans upon the part of the State was 
great and noble, the interest which the Grand Army has always manifested 
in the schools, and the jealous solicitude with which it has guarded every 
interest of these children of fallen comrades, is patriotically sublime. No 
nation in the world's history can boast of such an organization. The men 
who, in the hour of peril, faced death for home and country, and who stood 
like a barrier of fire against the enemies of human liberty when fierce re- 



,nzcdb V Google 



24 Annual Retort of tux [No. 6, 

bell ion Bought the nation's life, no sooner laid down their arms upon the 
return of peace than all their differences and hardships were forgotten, 
and they were again the quiet citizens of a noble republic ; but they could 
not forget each other, and thus they Joined in fraternal union, forgetting 
personal strifes, banishing social distinction, and laying aside political dif- 
ferences. As they stood shoulder to shoulder in war, so in peace they have 
marched side by side, pledged to each other's welfare and interests. The 
living are remembered and the dead are not forgotten. Thus, with the tru- 
est philanthropy and the most praiseworthy loyalty, actuated by the holiest 
purposes, have they, with the utmost tenderness and love, watched over and 
cared for their comrades' orphans. 

Termination of the flchooli. 

Five years for education, under the law, still remain before the valedic- 
tory will be written. There are waiting ones Still unadmitted, and it is a 
question of serious moment as to who shall be first entitled. Why not give 
the most destitute priority ? These little ones, without father or mother, 
too young to speak for themselves and too helpless to command influence, 
should first be gathered into the warmth and comfort of the schools, by the 
helping hand of the State. Let the most needy thus secure the benefit of 
the full five years' course still unexpired. I have given much thought to 
this wonderful work of our Commonwealth, and yet the more I think the 
more I am unable to comprehend the important results which must follow 
this great educational and protective scheme. These feeble ones of to-day 
will grow into the mighty powers of the future, and, as from a peaceful 
citizenship there came, in the hour of the Nation's peril, a vast army of 
heroic and intelligent warriors, so from among these children educated 
under the patronage of the State there shall come a powerful host of in- 
telligent and loyal citizens, which shall Stand a tower of strength and power 
against opposing elements, and, 

" Whan to every man and nation comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth with falsehood, for tbe good or evil side !" 

they will more than cancel the debt they owe the country by patriotic de- 
votion to its best interests. 

Ill Comeluilon. 

Permit me to compliment you upon the successful discbarge of the trust 
committed to your care. None, with the same means, could have performed 
tbe duties better. The present commends you for it, and the future will 
hold you in grateful remembrance. 
Respectfully submitted. 

J. W. SAYERS, 
Inspector and Examiner. 
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REPORTS OF PRINCIPALS. 



CHESTER SPRlKns-R. S. Macnamee, Principal. 

The condition of the Chester Springs Soldiers' Orphan School during 
the past year has been such as to enable us to obtain gratifying results in 
every department. 

The health of the school has been excellent. No deaths and but a single 
case of serious illness make up the simple sanitary record for the year. In 
point of health, our school has been blessed from the beginning. During 
au existence of more than, fifteen years, it has had under its care eight hun- 
dred and forty-five children. Among these, but nine deaths have occurred, 
an average death rate of a little more than oue per cent, of the entire num- 
ber of children admitted. 

When we consider the facts that one of these deaths was the result of 
an accident, and the condition of nearly all the others at the time they were 
admitted was such that death and consequent release from suffering and 
pain were but a question of a short time, and that the school has escaped 
any serious epidemic form of disease, while the surrounding country has 
upon more than one occasion been visited by scarlet fever and diphtheria, 
carrying sorrow and gloom into many homes, we are led to feel that our 
health record has been a remarkable one, and that God's blessing has been 
with us, and that u His protecting arm has been over us." 

The moral and religious character of the school is still very gratifying. 
The morning and evening devotional exercises, the Sabbath -school, and 
prayer- meetings are still continued as in the past, and every opportunity 
to impress upon the minds of the children the beauties of a pure and noble 
life is eagerly embraced. 

The military discipline has been continued with more than usual interest 
and success. The Cornet Band, under the instruction of Professor J. P. 
TJowbotham, has attained an exceedingly creditable degree of proficiency. 

The clothing has never been better. To have the best material, made up 
with due regard to both comfort and appearance, has been our aim. 

Considerable painting and repairing have been done along through the 
year, and will be continued during vacation, so that when the children re- 
turn they will find everything as comfortable and pleasant as possible. 

The McCullough Literary Society still forma the same attractive and 
valuable feature of our school as in the past, and the library and reading- 
room grow more in favor with the children, and are more fully appreciated 
as the habit of reading and the desire for good literature increase. 

The food has been well prepared, substantial, and abundant. The beds, 
bedding, towels, &c, have all been in good condition, and in no particular 
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has the standing of the school been allowed to degenerate. In fact, it has 
always been the desire and aim of the proprietor, Mr. M. S. McCullough, 
and those in charge to make each succeeding year more successful than the 
one previous. 

The annual examination was ably conducted by Reverend J. W. Sayers, 
assisted by Mrs. E. E. Hutter, Professor J. W.- Harvey, County Superin- 
tendent, Chester county, Professor George M. Philips, Principal West 
Chester State normal school, and the teachers. It showed that excel- 
lent work had been done, and that the earnest efforts of the teachers and 
pupils were rewarded with very satisfactory results. Quite a number of 
friends from Philadelphia, including the Honorable Q. W. Hall, and others 
from Reading, West Chester, Phcenixville, and surrounding country, were 
present, and all seemed highly pleased with the day's work. 

In closing we desire to acknowledge our debt of gratitude to a kind and 
merciful Providence, who has dealt so gently with us, and to all others who 
have labored so faithfully with us for the best interests of the school. 



DAYTON— Elizabeth Ambrose, Principal. 

Another sehool-year has drawn to a close, and we are pleased to be able 
to report the soldiers' orphan school at Dayton in a healthy and prosperous 
condition. We have had very little sickness and no deaths ; hence, it be- 
comes us in making this, our third annual report, to be very grateful to the 
Author of all good for His kind and watchful care over us. 

A new series of text-books was adopted at the beginning of the last 
term, which proved to be well adapted to our use. Our teachers are earnest, 
industrious, and progressive, laboring diligently to understand not only 
the branches to be taught, but the nature, responsibility, and greatness of 
the work, devoting their best powers to the discharge of their high duties. 
The earnest work of the pupils was very clearly shown at our annual ex- 
amination. 

The industries are the same as in years past. We are glad to say that 
a few of the boys in our shoe-shop were able to make boots and shoes that 
drew first premium at our county fair. 

The buildings have all been repainted outside, adding greatly to the ap- 
pearance of our home. Inside painting and other repairs will be done dur- 
ing vacation. 

Our thanks are due Mr. David McCargo for passing our children over the 
Allegheny Valley railroad at very reduced rates; also, to Mr. J. W. Hanna, 
who kindly sends gratuitous to our reading-room four religious papers. 



HARFORD- H. S. Sweet, Principal. 
The following report of Harford Soldiers' Orphan School for the year 
ending May 81, 1884, is respectfully submitted : 
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LINCOLN INSTITUTION. 

SOS South Eleventh Street, Philadelphia. 
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During the past year progress has been made in every department of our 



The health of the children has been good. For months i) 
sick one has occupied the infirmary. 

Moral Training. 

To secure this end, the same means have been employed and the same 
constant effort made as in previous years. Evening and morning family 
worship has been maintained. 

Edncattonnl. 

The educational department has been under the management of compe- 
tent and earnest teachers, and good results have sprung from their united 
efforts. 

Mil It or > Drill. 

Two separate organizations exist among the boys, who elect their officers 
from among their number, and take pride in their drill and military ap- 
pearance. 

Work. 

At the head of each department of labor a competent person is employed 
to direct the children and assist in doing the work. The most of these 
have the experience of many years and possess that wisdom that experi- 
ence brings. The children seem to regard the school as a home provided 

for them to prepare for future usefulness, and have been studious, indus- 
trious, obedient, and contented. 



LINCOLN INSTITUTION Grace B. Crosi, Secretary. 

The Board of Managers of the Lincoln Institution are pleased to render 
a satisfactory annual report of the fifty boys under their supervision in the 
Home. The boys have been and are in good health and have progressed 
favorably in their studies and at their various occupations, giving satisfac- 
tion to their teachers and employers. Most of the boys are ambitious, and 
are desirous of doing well. 



McALLISTERVILLE-Georjre W. Wright, Principal. 

The first year's management of McAllister ville Soldiers' Orphan School 

gives me little else than the usual routine work to report, with perhaps the 

usual results from such institutions. Professor F. P. Eberman was selected as 

principal, with nearly a full corps of new teachers. We were fairly satts- 
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fled with results as shown by the annual examination, and believe tbe ad- 
vancement of pupils as good as reasonably should have been expected. 
Professor Eberman showed many good qualification a for this kind of work, and 
we regret he saw proper to leave us for another occupation. J. B. Page, 
Esq., was employed as local manager and attendant His experience in 
similar positions at Mount Joy and Mercer schools gave him a thorough 
knowledge of the needs of children as well as of the institution, and the 
effects of good discipline and correct moral teaching were seen in the cheer- 
ful obedience and general kindness of all. The general health of the chil- 
dren has been good, but few cases of serious sickness during the year. 

Food and clothing, ample in quantity and of good quality, were furnished. 
The necessary work connected with house- keeping, gardening, and farming 
was taught in the usual manner, and with good results. Our girls are more 
than commonly good in all their different duties of this kind, and many of 
our boys are experts as farmers and gardeners. 

A marked improvement was made in military drill, all the boys being 
formed in companies and regularly taught in all the movements and manual 
of arms. We feel that much substantial good was accomplished, and for 
which we wish to extend our thanks to all in anywise connected with tbe 
institution, and to the general public. With better acquaintance with chil- 
dren, patrons, and community, assistance and encouragement of the Depart- 
ment and the people of McAllisterville and vicinity,- with a firm reliance in 
a benign Providence, we humbly trust our future may be still more pros- 
perous and useful. 



MANSFIELD-Jan« M Allen, Principal. 

Our school for the past year has been prosperous in many ways. There 
has not been a death, there has been but very little sickness, and with the- 
exception of a few cases of sore eyes, no contagious diseases. 

The morals of the pupils have never been better. In May of last year 
thirty-five of the older pupils expressed a wish to unite with the different 
churches of the place, and as their deportment indicated that they " were 
trying to lead a new life," they were encouraged to do so. The good seed 
that produced such a glorious harvest was, most of it, sown by a Christian 
matron in a quiet way. 

Divine Bervice Sunday mornings, Sunday-school and singing-hour Sun- 
day afternoon, prayer-meeting Wednesday evening, morning and evening 
chapel exercises, and kindly talks by resident clergymen, constitute our 
regular means of religious instruction. Early last fall, the school met with 
a much- felt loss, in the removal from the place of the Reverend B. F. Brown, 
who for two years had given Bible talks one evening in each week. 

Our hard-working and conscientious school-room principal still makes 
the progress of the more advanced grades her especial care, and from the 
reports of the examiners, the markings of the pupils, and from what we 
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know of her work and that of her thorough assistants, we feel assured that 
our children are receiving educationally the beat possible training. Our 
ninth grade has twelve pupils ; those first promoted are able to enter the 
senior class of the normal school. 

Eighty of our less advanced pupils, forming a model school for the nor- 
mal, are in charge of a principal well fitted for the position, and the prog- 
ress of the pupils in that department is certainly complimentary- to him 
and the teachers over whom he presides. 

The five "sixteeners" sent by the State to the "normal school the past 
year have been a great credit to us ; two of them go out to teach and three 
enter the senior class for next year. We have now an instructor in rpili- 
tary tactics, who will drill the boys regularly through the whole year ac- 
cording to the system used at West Point. Subject to his inspection, the 
boys have already become more tidy in appearance. A good teacher of 
music has also been added to our corps of instructors, making our force 



Many of the children of disabled soldiers are sent us so young that teach- 
ing them to work is a much more difficult task than when we had only 
older ones, though many of the boys are doing good work on tbe farm, in 
the bakery, and in general chore work. Of those discharged on age, three 
went out pretty good bakers, and two younger ones had been in the bakery 
some months. One boy is quite an expert at carpentry, and two have done 
some creditable wood carving. The scarcity of girls' help has made it 
necessary for some time past to teach the boys to help about the housework, 
and in most cases they have done the subject ample justice. A few have 
also been taught to run the sewing-machine. Our girls are good workers, 
even the little ones are taught to do their own mending and darning beauti- 
fully. 

Our sixteeners never want positions, as there is a demand for them as 
soon as they are discharged. 

A new building has just been completed on the school-ground, size forty- 
eight by sixty feet, furnishing large airy dormitories, and new sitting and 
reading-rooms for the boys, and new school-rooms for the advanced grades. 
Close by it is built a new bath-room and gymnasium also for the boys. The 
school- rooms are on the first floor, saving much labor to teachers in climb- 
ing stairs, and, being on our own ground, our girls are relieved of the neces- 
sity of crossing the public streets several times a day. 

Indeed, at no time in the school history has it been possible to do as well 
by the soldiers' orphans as it will be another year. Our buildings are much 
further apart, and all connecting sheds, coal-houses, and outside staircases 
removed, thus lessening our danger from fire, and our boys' sleeping-room 
being on the second floor, and furnished with two flights of stairs, makes 
egress a very easy matter. 

The girls will have a new bath-room on the second floor, and a large 
wardrobe near it. 
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The removal of the boys to their Dew rooms will leave the entire main 
building to be occupied by teachers and girls, and the tearing down of the 
old gymnasium and dining-room will give the girls a large play-ground, and 
let in the sunlight, making all our rooms dry, light, and pleasant. 

Everything is being done in the line of repairs that wilt contribute most 
to the health and comfort of the children for the coming years. 



MEBCEH-J. M. Sherwood, Principal. 

The management of this school has been the same during the past year 
as in former years. The heads of departments were, in most cases, those 
who served last year, and some have bad several years' experience in the 
school. All were well qualified and understood well how to meet the re- 
sponsibilities of their respective positions, and have cheerfully cooperated 
with the management in efforts to surround the children with such influ- 
ences as to cause them to feel that this is their boine, in which they have a 
personal interest and a just pride. A feeling of contentment on the part 
of the children has so prevailed during the year that the matter of disci- 
pline has been a pleasant task. The mildest measures, kindly and system- 
atically administered, have been met with prompt and willing obedience. I 
have been pleased to notice from time to time that the children recognize 
more than in former years the rules and regulations of the school as essen- 
tial to their welfare and worthy of their regard. 

With this condition of the school, affording opportunity for doing good 
work, the facility of well-qualified and earnest teachers has produced re- 
sults which are very satisfactory. The pupil3 have made steady and sub- 
stantial progress in their different studies, and, after thorough examinations 
and tests, have been regularly advanced in grades. The teachers have 
aimed to teach the pupils how to study, how to observe, how to think and 
reason for themselves, how to use their own powers of mind, to take pleas- 
ure in hard study, to love to discover truth, to aim to understand princi- 
ples rather than to commit them to memory. These methods, especially as 
applied in the primary department, have produced good results. 

The annual examinations, held on the Hth of May, were conducted by 
Reverend J. W. Sayers, of the State department, assisted by Professor J. 
A. Cooper, of the Edinboro' normal school, Colonel E. P. Gould, of Erie, 
and Superintendent Palm, of Mercer. The children looked forward to this 
occasion with pleasure, and the day proved to be a very pleasant one to 
them. The examinations were witnessed by many visitors, and all ex- 
pressed themselves as well pleased. 

The moral and religious training of the children has been a very promi- 
nent feature of our work. Devotional exercises, consisting of Scriptural 
readings, prayers, and sacred songs, were held in the chapel each morning 
and evening. These exercises were so conducted as to enlist the interest 
of the children. Our Sabbath-school, held on Sabbath afternoons, has been 
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attended with great interest and good results. The teachers of the school, 
assisted by citizens of town, have regulariyimparted class instruction. The 
different clergymen have also been faithful in assisting ns in these Sabbath 
exercises. During the winter months, a series of revival meetings, held 
twice or three times a week, was conducted by the ministers and other 
Christian workers of town. Nearly all the pupils expressed themselves as 
greatly interested in the work, and about fifty united with the different 
churches. Through the generosity of these ministers, who have labored 
so faithfully for the good of the children , and the benevolence of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, a Bible was presented to each pupil, except a few of the 
younger. 

The school has been favored with good health throughout the year. 
There has been but little sickness, and that of a mild nature. The boys and 
girls are as hearty and vigorous as can be found anywhere. It has been 
frequently observed that those children who were of somewhat delicate 
constitution when admitted to the school have soon grown into a condi- 
tion of robustness unusual to them. Regular and systematic habits of ex- 
ercise and dietary, together with the healthful surroundings of the school, 
have contributed largely to this condition of health. The children have 
been supplied, too, with abundance of wholesome food of the best quality. 
The boys and girls have been furnished with ample clothing of superior 
texture, so that, both as to appearance and comfort, they will compare 
very favorably with other children. 

The industrial features have been about the same as in former years. 
By a systematic arrangemtnt of detail duty, a wide experience in various 
kinds of work is given both boys anil girls, so that they acquire habits of 
industry, and are guarded against habits of idleness. There is no time for 
idleness when children are all the time pleasantly employed in study, work. 
or play, and there is no place for idlers in a soldiers' orphan school. 

During the year, essential repairs were made from time to time as needed 
for convenience and appearance, so that at the close of the year, the build- 
ings are in a better condition of repair than at the beginning. During 
the present vacation, extensive repairs will be made on several of the 
buildings, which will greatly improve their appearance and convenience. 



iMiHJNT JOY- Harvey B. Houck, Principal. 

Our school-work in the last year has been very satisfactory. The annual 
examination was conducted by Dr. Higbee, assisted by Deputy State Sup- 
erintendent Henry Houck, Professors Shaub and Lyte, of Millersville nor- 
mal school, Professors Ames and Geist, superintendents respectively of 
Columbia and Marietta, Honorable W. U. Hensel, editor of the Lancaster 
Intelligencer, Captain Howard Potts, representative of the G. A. R., and 
other prominent sehool-men and members of the Grand Army. The inter- 
est manifested by the people of the town and surrounding country was ex- 
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ceedingly gratifying, the number of visitors being so large that it was im- 
possible to make them as comfortable as we desired. 

The pupils did remarkably well in the several branches of study and 
they received very favorable mention from all the examiners. The music 
was highly spoken of, and teachers and pupils complimented. Specimens of 
drawing, as executed by the children, were closely inspected, and very favor- 
ably criticised. A pleasing feature of the exercises was the offering of gold 
medal awards by Mr. Hensel, of Lancaster, and Professor Shaub, of MUlers- 
ville, to the pupils who can give the best history of Lancaster county, its 
settlement, products, &c.,and the best history of William Penn, in connec- 
tion with his settlement of Pennsylvania. The awards to be made by a 
committee who shall be appointed to conduct the special examinations next 
year. 

Believing that the children should receive as much and as thorough 
moral and religious training as they would in any Christian family, they 
not only attend worship every morning and evening, but also the different 
churches in town every Sunday morning. A well-regulated and interesting 
Sabbath- school has been in operation in our chapel, conducted by a friend 
of the school, who has taken great interest in the spiritual welfare of the 
boys and girls. 

During the last term, our pupils have enjoyed good health. In the early 
part of the year, diphtheria made its appearance in our neighborhood and 
three of our pupils fell victims to this terrible disease. With this excep- 
tion, we have had no sickness or disease. Wholesome food, warm clothing, 
healthful exercise, and obedience to the laws of health have brought about 
this good result. Dr. Ziegler, the physician in charge, makes daily visits 
to the school, and his services and advice have proved to be of great value. 

Our buildings have been repainted outside and inside. Most of the 
rooms have been refurnished and new floors laid wherever necessary. The 
grounds have been improved, new walks are being laid, and the general ap- 
pearance is neat and tidy. 

The clothing has been as good, if not better, than in former years. The 
children have been taught habits of cleanliness, and how properly to care 
for their clothing. The result has been an improvement. 

Under the management of Honorable George W. Wright, the institution is 
provided with everything to make it cheerful and pleasant to teacher and 
pupil. His long experience has qualified him preeminently for the work. 
Everything receives his personal supervision. The boys and girls now 
here, as well as the sixteeners, recognize in him one of their best friends, 
and always speak of him in terms of praise. 

We cannot close this, our first report as principal, without expressing 
our hearty appreciation of the many favors from the Department, the kind 
advice and forbearance of the manager, the ready cooperation of teachers 
and employe's, and the excellent deportment of our boys and girls. 
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SOLDIERS' ORPHAN IKSTITDTE— A. G. H liber, SuporlAendent. 

The annual work was begun with one change in the faculty, none among 
the officers or employe's, continuing to the close, making a great improve- 
ment on. previous sessions. The event of the year was on the 22d of May, 
which was attended by Doctor E. E. Higbee, Professor Henry Houck, Rev- 
erend John W. Sayers, Doctor Edward Brooks, Professor Thomas May 
Pierce, Professor Franklin Ibach, Professor J. MacAlister, Lieutenant 
Robert Crawford, United States Navy, all of whom took part in the 
examination. No class was examined by a teacher of the school. All 
the exercises were conducted by those not directly connected with us. 
It proved satisfactory, and many were the words of commendation for 
what work was done and how well it was done. There were present 
during the day Governor Robert E. Pattison, Mrs. Hayes, wife of the 
ex -President, Justice Trunkey, the commander-in-chief of the G. A. R., 
Robert B. Beath, numerous Grand Army men, many legislators of the State 
and city, the managers and trustees of the school, besides crowds of the 
friends of the children and the institution. The diplomas were presented 
to the graduates by the Governor, who deserves a great deal of credit for 
his interest in the soldiers' orphans. His speech was full of good advice, 
understood, and appreciated. The other speakers were Doctor E. E. Higbee, 
Professor Houck, Reverend James Neill, Judge Trunkey, Lieutenant Craw- 
ford, Doctor Edward Brooks. Reverend Comrade Shermer, and Chaplain 
Sayers. The exercises of the day were- concluded with a drill and dress 
parade by the battalion in full cadet uniform, and reviewed by Governor 
Pattison and staff, Commander-in-Chief Beath and staff, Colonel Theo. 
Weidersheim, Colonel Edwin N. Benson, and John E. Faunce. 

A new feature was introduced in our curriculum last September, and con- 
tinued throughout the year — thirty of the largest and most advanced boys 
were sent twice a week to the Spring Garden Institute for instruction in 
mechanical handiwork. This department is divided into metal-work, wood- 
work, and mechanical drawing, under the supervision of Lieutenant Robert 
Crawford, United States Navy, who divided the boys in three sections of 
ten each. One section worked on metal, which comprises a course in bench 
and power-tool work — the ordinary operations the pupils perform are "lay- 
ing off work, chipping and riling to line, production of true surface, fitting 
up work, turning, planing, screw-cutting, boring, and drilling." The sec- 
ond section worked on wood, which comprises "carpentry, wood- turning, 
pattern- making, and elements of molding." Lectures on work-shop n\ - 
pliances were given to explain the principles underlying the various me- 
chanical operations performed by the pupils, the correct use of tools, their 
construction, and care. The third section was put on mechanical drawing. 
The sections were changed at regular intervals so that all the boys received 
instruction in metal, wood, and drawing. Specimens of their handiwork 
were on exhibition on examination — they were samples of iron and wood- 
work and mechanical drawings. Specimens of the girls ' artificial floral work 
3 Sol. Obp. 
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were also on exhibition. Great surprise was expressed by the public that 
the work was so neatly and perfectly done. The effect of adding manual 
training has been excellent and is permanent. The pupils were always 
eager and ready for the work, and no complaint was ever made by a teacher 
that the studies were neglected. The future graduates of this school will 
leave better equipped for the battle of life than those of the past. 

A class of about fifty members had instruction, during the term, once a 
week, in phonography. Some are quite expert in the use of pen and pencil 
in the new study. The two literary societies did good work for themselves, 
under the direction of the teachers. Each, at the holidays, gave an enter- 
tainment, and, at the close of the school, both gave a union one, to which 
the public was invited. They were well attended, exceedingly interesting 
and successful. The library contains over two thousand volumes, which 
are used daily by the scholars. Several of the leading magazines are taken 
by the societies. 

The buildings in all their compartments, the grounds, the food, and 
the clothing, will bear rigid examination. Philadelphia has thirty-six 
Grand Army Posts ; every one has a Soldiers' Orphan Committee, whose 
duty it is to inspect us quarterly and report results. Some from the sur- 
rounding counties also send committees for the same purpose. We 
come them all, seek their cooperation, and are always glad to see them. 

The health has been excellent, and the many visitors who called almost 
daily have expressed great surprise that we are so free from the diseases 
usually prevalent among children. The ailments were few, of a mild char- 
acter, and short duration, still three deaths are recorded ; two from mem- 
branous croup, one by accidental drowning. 

The moral nature of the children is as carefully guarded as the intellec- 
tual. The Sabbath-school was as popular as the previous year. Aboui 
one hundred and seventy children are church members and commune reg- 
ularly with the congregation to which they belong. The school i 
sectarian ; the children join church where they desire. 

The military department is what it should be — the best in the State. 
The Matthew Baird cornet band is very popular, has many calls to play at 
entertainments, which are seldom accepted, as we do not consider it best 
for the boys. A number of excursions are made during vacation for the 
benefit and pleasure of those who have no homes. The children always 
turn out with the G. A E. on Grand Army day, Memorial day, and Inde- 
pendence day. 

The year has been pleasant and successful, and we hope profitable. All 
who are employed by the institution are well qualified for what they under- 
take, and perform their whole duty. The managers and trustees of the 
school have onr heartfelt thanks for the kind, courteous treatment and en- 
couraging, cheerful words we have always received. 
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ST. PAUL'S ORPHAN HOMF.-P. C. Prugh, Superlntendeut. 

In submitting our report to the State, it is hardly necessary for us to 
speak of the very excellent location and beautiful surroundings of the Home. 
These are well known. We may, however, say that the results obtained, 
under its present parental management during the yea/ just closed, have 
been highly satisfactory, as well as complimentary, to the efforts made. 

First of all, we ought, with grateful hearts, to return thanks to Almighty 
Qod, the Father of the fatherless, for His manifold kindness to us all through 
the year. Both sickness and death have been averted from our entire 
family, thus making it unnecessary for the physician to put in half a dozen 
calls. 

We feel entirely warranted in saying that the Houie is in a most excel- 
lent condition. The children, generally, have been quiet and orderly. Our 
helps in the house have been models in their womanly conduct towards 
the children and in a thorough acquaintance with the particular work to 
which each has been assigned. The provisions for our tables have been 
plenty and of the most wholesome kind. The children's clothing is com- 
fortable and well made. 

We have religious worship, adapted to the wants and capacities of the 
children, each morning and evening in the chapel, and also on Sunday af- 
ternoon. On Sunday morning we attend Sunday-school and the preaching 
of the Gospel in one of the churches in the town of Butler. The moral 
and religious character of the children is all that could reasonably be ex- 
pected. Two of the boys were confirmed and entered into full fellowship 
with the church on Easter. 

Our school, also, is in a very good condition. No disturbing element 
has effected its discipline and excellent order. Teachers and scholars mani- 
fest the utmost confidence in each other. The pupils generally have made 
commendable progress in their studies; especially has this been the case 
with the little ones in the primary class. To these the principal of the 
school is required to direct her own personal attention. We regard it far 
better to start children right in their course of education than to correct 
faults after they have been contracted under inefficient and inexperienced 
teachers. 

Our printing office furnishes work for three of the boys outside of school 
hours. In this they have a fine opportunity of learning a good trade. 
They do the work on our Orphans' Friend a respectable monthly hav- 
ing a circulation of one thousand subscribers. Boys who go out from the 
office at sixteen very readily command from five to six dollars per week. 
One such just graduated and secured a position before leaving the home. 

The main part of our house is now undergoing a thorough repair. A new 
mansard roof is being placed upon it, thus completing the third story, 
This will give us six large and comfortable rooms, thus making the house, 
with its late modern improvements, its wide veranda, and beautiful pictu- 
resque surroundings, all that could be desired for an orphan home. 
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TRESSLER ORPHAN HOME -P. Willsrd, Superintendent. 

In making our annual report to the Department of Soldiers' Orphans, 
it becomes us to be very grateful to the Author of all good for the care 
with which He has watched over and prospered as in the past. 

On the first of J tine last, it was fifteen years since we took charge of the 
Home. Since that period, independent of the charity orphans, we have 
had under our care two hundred and fifty-six children of deceased and dis- 
abled soldiers ; of this number, we have been called to record hut two 
deaths. 

The general health of the children during the year has been remarkably 
good. With the exception of measles, we have had nothing more than an 
occasional cold during the whole year. In the month of February last, 
the whole neighborhood was infected with this epidemic. 

After being all around us amongst the neighbors, it broke out in the 
Home, and we had upward of seventy cases in the space of about three 
weeks. I am happy to state that they all got over it in a short time, and 
that without leaving any evil results. The attending physician attributes 
it all to the good nursing and the healthy condition of the children and 
school at the time it made its appearance. 

The progress of the children in their various branches of study during 
the year has been all that we could reasonably expect. 

Religious services have not only been kept up in the Home as in former 
years and the children brought together in the Sabbath-school every Sunday 
afternoon, but they attend preaching regularly every Sabbath morning in 
the village church, where divine service is heid alternately by the Luth- 
eran and Reformed ministers in charge, except when the weather is too in- 
clement ; in whichcase, services are held by the superintendent in the school- 
room. On Sabbath evening we have prayer-meeting, together with reading 
and expounding the Holy Scriptures. In these meetings some of the older 
boys generally take part and seem to do so with much interest. 

Under the tutelage of a corps of competent, experienced, and efficient 
teachers to cooperate with the superintendent, every effort is made not 
only to develop the intellect, but establish in each child a good moral char- 
acter, and prepare it for usefulness in life, and enable it to he an ornament 
to society wherever it may go. 

We have been renovating the buildings during the spring and summer. 
We have rolled back the old dining-room, and torn down the kitchen, bake- 
room,batli-house,and laundry, and put up in their stead a much more com- 
modious building of brick. 

The main building is 75x40 feet, three stories high, in addition to the 
basement. On' the first floor of this edifice we will hereafter have the 
school and recitation -rooms, with a ceiling thirteen feet high and fine ven- 
tilation, so as to give a sufficiency of pure atmosphere both for teachers 
and scholars. The second story will contain a private room for the prin- 
cipal teacher, together with a reading-room and clothing-room for the boys, 



digitized byGOOgle 



jionzcdb, Google 



jionzcdb, Google 



Ex. Doc] Superintendent op Soldiers' Orphans. St 

and also a large dormitory for the smaller-sized boys ; and the third story 
will contain a room for each of the male assistant teachers and a dormitoryi 
60X40, for the larger-sized boys. A part of the basement story will be 
partitioned off into separate apartments by brick walls so as to afford 
play-rooms, one for the boys and one for the girls, during the extreme 
cold weather of winter or when the weather is too inclement for them to 
enjoy their childish sports on the campus or in their outdoor play-houses. 
These apartments will have their entrance on different sides of the house. 
The boys will enter their play-room on the west, and the girls on the east 
side of the house. The remainder of this basement will be sub-divided, 
and a portion will contain a pool fitted for a plunge or shower-bath, as 
they may prefer, and the balance for a laundry, if in the course of time it 
should be needed. 

The intermediate building, connecting the old and new building, 42^X28 
feet, is also three stories high. The cellar of this building is also divided 
into two apartments, the one for vegetables and the other for groceries. 
The first floor will be used for the culinary department, having an entrance 
into the old school-room, which is now converted into a dining-room. There 
is also in this building an ironing-room and side room, with an entrance 
from the foot of the stairs coming down from the boys' dormitory. In this 
room the boys will wash and comb, before entering the school-room in the 
morning. There is also a large hall in this building, leading from the school- 
room to the dining-room. Through this the children will pass to and from 
their meals, without being exposed to the weather. The second story of 
this building contains a sewing-room, a patch-room, and a wash and bath- 
room for the girls, and the third story will contain thcgirls' clothing-room 
and several sleeping-rooms for the female employe's. 

The old reading-room in the old building will have an additional apart- 
ment, and will be used as a reading-room for the girls and a music-room 
conjointly. The two upper stories of the old building will be converted 
into dormitories for the girls, matrons, and the superintendent, together 
with a couple of rooms for the sick, if there should be any, one for the boys 
and one for the girls, and a few for the entertainment of visitors. 

The bake- room and laundry are now on the first floor of the old dining- 
room, which has been rolled back to the rear of the present building, and 
the dormitory on the second floor of that building will be appropriated to 
the laundress, to be used as a drying-room when the weather is unpleasant. 

The play-sheds, built two years ago on different parts of the campus, 
will be used, as heretofore, by the children, more particularly for summer 
recreations, together with their amusements under the shade of the trees 
which now surround the house. We have terraced the yard in front of the 
' buildings during the spring and summer. The consequence was the yard 
has not been decorated with the various kinds of flowers as it has been for 
the several past years, but by another year we will be enabled to make it 
more beautiful than it has ever been. 
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We are now in a position to accommodate all the deserving charity chil- 
dren whom the Lord may send to knock at our door, and still have abund- 
ance of room to receive and make comfortable any other of soldiers' chil- 
dren the Department at Harrisbnrg may see fit to admit to the Home. 



UNIONTOWN-A. H. Waters, PriU lpal. 

Another year in the history of Pennsylvania's soldiers' orphan school- 
work has been recorded with the past. In this school it has been a year 
of more than ordinary exemption from sickness and ailments common to 
children. As the quarterly reportB of the attending physician have shown, 
no case of serious sickness has occurred during the entire year. This de- 
mands a grateful acknowledgment of the care of our Heavenly Father over 
these little ones. 

Educational. 

The educational progress has been very satisfactory. No expense has 
been spared to provide the necessary equipments for successful work. 
Special attention has been given to drawing and penmanship, and a con- 
siderable number of the scholars have made very gratifying progress. 

He»l>. 

There has been, to all connected with the school, a noticeable improve- 
ment in morals. With all the influences for good which daily surround the 
school, any other result could hardly be possible. It is the aim to have 
none but good moral and religious teachers and helpers. The school is a 
community in itself, being far removed from outside influences. On Eas- 
ter Sunday a number of the older pupils were confirmed in the church con- 
nected with the school. This important step is taken after careful instruc- 
tion in the fundamental truths of the Bible, and with the consent of their 
friends. I am happy to say that many who have left on age are worthy 
members in other Christian churches. 



. There has been a considerable sum expended in repairs, painting, etc. 
Every year some improvement is made to the grounds. 

A green-house has been kept expressly for the use of the school, which 
has furnished an abundance of flowers of all kinds. These add greatly to 
the appearance of the grounds and cultivate in the children a taste for the 
beautiful. 

Among the improvements made during the year, we have to report the 
erection of a new stone steam laundry building, with all the appliances of 
a first-class laundry. The cost of building and machinery was $4,000- 
This is regarded as a very great addition to the convenience and necessi- 
ties of the school. It does away with a large amount of the drudgery of 
the wash-room, and in two days accomplishes, with comparatively little 
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work, what formerly required a week of severe toil. It also gives the chil- 
dren more time to acquire a knowledge of other domestic duties much 
more congenial than that of rubbing on wash-boards. 

A great deal of attention has been given to farming and gardening. 
This affords, for a considerable time, abundance of work for all the boys 
large and small. A great advantage, too, of such employment is, that it 
is exceedingly healthful, and gives them an opportunity of learning some- 
thing which will be of great value to them in the future. 

In closing this report, I wish to express my thanks to the teachers and 
helpers for their kind cooperation in this arduous work ; and especially to 
Mr. N. N. McGrew, the principal teacher, for his unwearied labors and 
pecuniary sacrifices in the interest of the children. Also, to Colonel 
Thomas M. King and Mr. David McCargo, of the B. & 0. and Allegheny 
Valley railroad, for their kindness in passing the children to their homes 
and return. 

To the editors and publishers of a large number of papers, magazines, 
&c, we are under lasting obligations for their kindness in furnishing the 
reading-room with their publications free. Their generosity is greatly ap- 
preciated. 



WHITE H.41.1.- J. A. Moore, Principal. 

There can be no better vindication of the results of this system of 
schools than that of the pupils speaking for themselves during the period 
of vacation. 

They mingle promiscuously throughout the State, and a comparison is 
invited with other children, situated as they previously were at home, by 
the citizen tax-payers. Impressions are accordingly renewed, sustaining 
the need of these institutions. The children, too, feel the standard of sat- 
isfaction placed upon them, and return to begin their school-year contented 
in the enjoyment of the special privileges thus bestowed. 

Improvements on the school-property during the past year have been 
numerous and substantial. Painting of inside wood-work, bedsteads, and 
furniture, occupied much of the period of vacation. Owing to continued 
scarcity of water during fall seasons, a well was bored to the depth of 
nearly one hundred feet in the boys' play-grounds, and a strong iron 
pump attached, which flows abundance of water. A bath-room, with new 
bath tubs, and a suitable washing apartment for the boys — both conveni- 
ently adjoining their play-rooms — have been fitted up. An addition has 
been built to the laundry. This separates the washing of clothes from the 
boilers, making a dry and well-heated room in winter, and a pleasant, 
airy one in summer, free from steam and moisture. Other improve- 
ments of less note were made during the year for the comfort and r&gime 
of the pupils. 
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Plausibly written reports of the advancement of classes and grades in 
schools are seldom overlooked by the teaching profession. Probably the 
fairest gauge to illustrate the substance taught in a given term of study is 
by actual and critical examination, rather than well-chosen words of the 
instructors to emphasize the results accomplished. Happily, such having 
been done by our distinguished Superintendent of Public Instruction and 
his able assistants at this institution, little remains here to add other than 
to express our high appreciation to the pupils of their unremitting study, 
prompt and satisfactory recitations, and most exemplary deportment 
throughout the year ; and that to the teachers, who maintained a high de- 
gree of competency and excellence, are thanks due from the principal, 
pupils, and all interested friends of this institution. The morals of both 
sexes of the pupils have been above reproach. With a cultured and well- 
suited lady for matron, the girls were never more obedient, chaste, and 
refined in manners. The buys, too, have in their attendant one who under- 
stands their wants and preserves good discipline. 

The health during the first half of the year was excellent, and hopes 
were entertained that a continuance of the good record of the previous 
year would be maintained, but the mumps appeared during the winter and 
afflicted many of the children to a considerable degree, a few cases of which 
were of an obstinate and somewhat aggravated character, details of which 
were duly forwarded to the Department in my weekly and quarterly re- 
ports. 

The boys continued under good military drill. The officers of the com- 
pany were more thoroughly instructed in the details of the tactics than 
during any former year, the results of which were apparent in correct ma- 
neuvering while on parade. 

It is worthy of mention that Philip S. Clouser, the captain, had so com- 
pletely mastered the tactics and command of the boys that the principal 
presented him with a beautiful gold badge, on which was inscribed his name, 
rank, and school ; on the reverse, " Reward for good drilling." Such recog- 
nitions of merit go far towards securing order and discipline in the ranks, 
and stimulate a desire for military proficiency. 

The boys and girls continue to receive instructions in the industrial pur- 
suits to which they are best adapted, and in all the phases of manual labor 
taught them in the rangeof our daily industry during their hours of detail, the 
children bear the impress of muscular activity, carrying out the fundamen- 
tal principles on which these schools are based that the minds guided by 
morality, and bodies with honest industry, should be equally developed for 
future life. 

Through years of experience, it has been proven to me that the purchase of 
clothing of superior quality and uniform and d urable colors is much the best 
and cheapest in the end. The temptation to buy cheap goods at clearing 
or other sales has always been avoided. Our boysand'girls are well clad, and 
their appearance indicates the kind and quality of the clothing they receive. 
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Governor Pattison, accompanied by State Superintendent Higbee and 
State Inspector Savers, visited the school, examining its different depart- 
ments and thoroughly inspecting the buildings. 

Daring the year, members of the Legislature from this county, members 
of several of the posts of the Grand Army of the Republic, and promi- 
nent educators have also visited the school. The children, under the super- 
vision of the instructors, gave an agreeable entertainment in the school- 
room to a very large audience. The exercises comprised declamations, 
dialogues, and vocal and instrumental music. This helped to relieve the 
monotony of a long winter. On Memorial Day, appropriate exercises were 
held in the school-room, after which the children marched to the Camp 
Hill Cemetery near by, and decorated the graves of soldiers and also the 
graves of the deceased children of the school. On the following Sunday 
afternoon, memorial exercises were held at West Fairview by the members 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, in which the children of this school 
took part. 

A camp-fire, under the auspices of Sergeant Lascomb Post, Grand Army 
of the Republic, of Steelton,was held on Macbin's Island, June 28. By spe- 
cial invitation, about eighty of our oldest children attended, participating 
in the exercises and spending a. delightful afternoon. 

Many thanks are tendered to that new and enterprising Post, and also 
to the members of the several neighboring posts for the true loyal interest 
manifested in behalf of their dead and disabled comrades' children. 

The prescribed mode of accounting to the Department for clothing is- 
sued to pupils, which has continued since the beginning of the system, 
might be so modified as to reduce much of the labor and simplify the 
methods of making up the annual accounts. 

That the State should demand vouchers and receipted bills for clothing 
purchased to the full amount appropriated and due the children is acknowl- 
edged as of paramountnecessity.but the requirements of minutely placing 
upon voluminous rolls the name of each child, number, kind, and price of 
each article of clothing ; the ambiguity of carefully apportioning the frac- 
tional allowances of such as are in school only a portion of a year; the appor- 
tioning of those under ten with those over ten years, and the final summing 
up of the columns so as to prove, like a balance sheet, that the sums of all 
horizontal and perpendicular columns of figures are correct, and must cor- 
respond in the total amounts, are difficult and impose much work upon the 
several schools in perfecting these annual clothing accounts. 

In addition to the above exactions, the two faithful examiners and in- 
spectors appointed by the State make their quarterly visits, carefully in- 
specting among other things the quality, quantity, and condition of the 
clothing. 
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LIST OF "SIXTEENERS." 



Below will be found the names of the children, with their present resi- 
dence and occupation, as far as could be ascertained, who, haying arrived 
at the age of sixteen, were discharged from the several schools during the 
year ending May 31, 1884. 

CHESTER SPRINGS. 

Ashman, Joseph, in a store, FreeJand, Pa. 

Bergen stock:, Mary A,, with her mother, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Daily, Mary F., at normal school, West Chester, Pa. 

Faubian, Mary A., domestic, TJnionville, Pa. 

Finney, William H., studying pharmacy, Lancaster, Pa. 

Fisher, Margaret, domestic, Phcanixville, Pa. 

Gilbert, John, learning carriage painting, Philadelphia. 

Haas, John L., machinist, Shamokin, Pa. 

Hoover, Mary A., with her mother, Sunbury, Pa. 

James, Thomas, in a store, Philadelphia. 

Kates, W infield, in law office, Philadelphia. 

King. James, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Kleckner, William, Allentown, Pa. 

Laurish, Henry, in a store, Mauch Chunk, Pa. 

Murray, Mary, in a store, Philadelphia. 

Price, Sarah A., at normal school, West Chester. 

Pryor, William L., Mauch Chunk, Pa. 

Shuck, Daniel. 

Stone, Jesse M., Longport, N. J. 

Sullivan, George D., machinist, West Chester, Pa. 

Weidenhamraer, Carrie, Allentown, Pa. 



Adams, Frederick T. S., Sehenley, Pa. 
Barrett, Alice R., Smicksburg, Pa. 
Barrett, Henry M., Smicksburg, Pa. 
Boring, Abraham L., Johnstown, Pa. 
Cavenor, Lauretta V., Brookville, Pa. 
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Champion, Margaret M., Clarion, Pa. 
Dick, Isaac. 

Dowing, Saul A., Parker City, Pa. 
Hoover, William A., Georgeville, Pa. 
Hughes, George, Dayton, Pa. 
Humphrey, Laura, Brookville, Pa. 
Kennedy, Abram, Sprankle's Mills, Pa. 
Lemmon, Harry B., Kittanning, Pa. 
Love, Margaret A., Slate Lick, Pa. 
Lucas, Edith M., Brookville, Pa. 
McElfresh, Richard C, Roston, Pa. 
Means, Milton R., Frostburg, Pa. 
Petted, John S., Reynoldsville, Pa. 
Pettigrew, Clarissa M., Widnoon, Pa. 
Sebring, John T., Rochester Mills, Pa. 
Shoemaker, Charles J., Roston, Pa. 
Silvers, George, Indiana, Pa. 
Temple, John C, Texas. 



HARFOBD. 



Babcoek, Frederick, Rome, Pa. 

Bartholomew, George, clerk in store, Stroudsburg, Pa. 

Bishop, Freeman, clerk in store, Scranton, Pa. 

Booth, Henry, clerk in store, Pittston, Pa. 

Bosworth, TheroD, Le Raysville, Pa. 

Conklin, Nettie, Damascus, Pa. 

C ran ford, Carrie, teacher, Harford, Pa. 

Depne, Daniel, Standing Stone, Pa. 

Douglass, Amanda, teacher, Wyoming, Pa. 

Dunmore, Anna, teacher, Tioga county, Pa. 

Felton, Hattie, Harford, Pa. 

Hastings, Carrie, Laceyville, Pa. 

Johnson, Thomas, Harford, Pa. 

Keeney, Nathan, in bakery, Binghampton, N. Y. 

Kennedy, L. Jadah, Tunkhannock, Pa. 

Marbaker, Esther, Auburn, Pa. 

Oliphant, John, Brooklyn. Pa. 

Owens, Jesse, at school, Harford, Pa. 

Pickering, Delia, Scranton, Pa. 

Potter, Harry, Derrick City, Pa. 

Potter, William, Steveusville, Pa. 

Wickizer, Mary, Scranton, Pa. 
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LINCOLN INSTITUTION. 

Bates, James, with Wni, Murphy's Sons, stationers, Philadelphia. 
Callahan, John J., with Langfield, Turner & Co., pocket-book manufac- 
turers, Philadelphia. 
Campbell, John W-, with George Boyd & Son, grocers, Philadelphia. 
Dcihl, Harry, at Lincoln Institution. 
Drinkhouse, William, with S. Reed, jeweler, Philadelphia. 
Hauptle, Theodore, with Porter & Coates, publishers, Philadelphia. 
Hoops, Francis, with Helm & Mcllheny, gas-meter manufacturers, Phila. 
Jacobs, Percy, with T. B. Peterson, book publisher, Philadelphia. 
Nelly, Prank, with E. F. Caboda & Co., shippers, Philadelphia. 
Boilings, William J., with Captain Baker, Philadelphia. 
Sterling, Charles, with Dallam & Norris, conveyancers, Philadelphia. 



MANSFIELD. 

Bacher. Louisa, at school, Williamsport, Pa. 
Bacon, Luania, at home, Roaring Branch, Pa. 
Blaisdell, Hattie P., at home, Towanda, Pa. 
Camp, Annie, at home, Michigan. 
Case, Newton, at home, East Smithfield, Pa. 
Coddington, Annie, at home, Grover, Pa- 
Daily, Olive M., at school, Tioga, Pa. 
Dickinson, Jasper, farming, Keeneysville, Pa. 
Dunn, George W., farming, Raymond, Pa. 
Elliot, Carrie, jeweler, Williamsport, Pa. 
Fenton, Willis, planiug-mill, Canton, Pa. 
Fleming, Treat M., at home, Granville Summit, Pa. 
Gee, Mina, domestic, West Franklin, Pa. 
Goff, Grant L., baker, Mansfield, Pa. 
Green, William H., at home, Osceola, Pa. 
Gustin, Grant, farming, New Milford, Pa. 
Hicks, Clinton E., book agent, Bradford county, Pa. 
Holford, Mertie, at home, West Franklin, Pa. 
Jennings, Edgar, farming, Ulysses, Pa. 
Loucks, John, at home, Sunderlinville, Pa. 
McCarty, Margaret, teaching, Blossburg, Pa. 
Margraff, H., millinery, Mansfield, Pa, 
Matson, Cyrus T., Carpenter, Pa. 
Pedrick, Hattie J., at home, Farmington Hill, Pa. 
Phrenix, Mabel A., at home, Pike Mills, Pa. 
Pratt, Ida M-, at home, Covington, Pa. 
Preston, Norman, at home, Leoim, Pa. 
Sheridan, Philip, with mother, Towanda, Pa. 
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Smith, Aldora L., at home, Liberty, Pa. 

Smith, Martha A., normal school, Mansfield, Pa. 

Spaulding, Charles, at home, Canton, Pa. 

Stout, Jacob IT., market gardening, Mansfield, Pa. 

Taylor, Frank, at home, Canton, Pa. 

Watkins, Mary, at home, Osceola, Pa. 

Wilbur, Delia May, domestic, Mountain Lake, Pa. 

Wooster, Ettie, at home, Leroy, Pa. 



McAl.F.lSTF.RVII.LE. 

Calderwood, Mary, at home, Pennsylvania Furnace, Pa. 

Evans, Jacob, in nail factory, Milton, Pa. 

Fultz, Clarissa N., with her aunt, Allenville, Pa. 

Harry, Clara E., at home, McCulloch's Mills, Pa. 

Jackson, Florence, with her sister, Johnstown, Pa. 

Kelley, Martha, at home, Orbisonia, Pa. 

McClune, Samuel, at normal school, Bloomsburg, Pa. 

Mclntyre, Lawrence, working in a mill. 

Mclntyre, Robert D., farming, McAllisterville, Pa. 

Marlett, Mary B., at home, Portage, Pa. 

Martin, Annabel, with her sister, Mifflintown, Pa. 

Minium, Mary E., at home, Meiserville, Pa. 

Moore, Lavinia C, at school, Kylertown, Pa. 

Ogden, Mary M., domestic service. 

Patterson, Ida, with her uncle, Mifflintown, Pa. 

Keynolds, David L-, farming. __ 

Richardson, Mary, learning trade. 

Roberts, George W., with her brother, Johnstown, Pa. 

Shawley, David M., at home, Cottage, Pa. 

Sheets, William, farming, Coylesville, Pa. 



MERCER. 

Axtell, John Ray, on a farm, Mercer, Pa. 

Bennett, Jennie, learning trade, Erie, Pa, 

Bolliver, Frederick, learning trade, Clarksville, Pa. 

Book, Samuel, on a farm. 

Brindley, Edward F., learning trade, Wheatland, Pa. 

Brown, Charles E., on a farm. 

Bunipus, Frank M., in a store, Greenville, Pa. 

Butterfield, Alice M., domestic. Dicksonburg, Pa. 

Caldwell, Isopheua A., at home, Sheakleyville, Pa. 
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Carnes, Nettie, at home, New Castle, Pa. 

Cartwright, Judith E., at home, Stoneboro', Pa. 

Christy, Harry ft, in a mill, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Cowden, Jennie, domestic, Union City, Pa. 

Eastlick, Mary E., learning trade, Mercer, Pa. 

Eckles, Eifie M., at school, Hadley, Pa. 

Eldredge, Frank R., learning trade, Springfield, Pa. 

Pell, George W-, at school, Grove City, Pa. 

Gill, Lulu F., at school, Meadville, Pa. 

Hilliard, Horace R., with grandmother, North Hope, Pa. 

Jackson, Florence E., domestic, Evansburg, Pa. 

Kyler, Bertha L., at normal school, Edinboro', Pa. 

Mace, Almira L, with mother, New Castle, Pa. 

McBridc, Clifton, farming, New Vernon, Pa. 

Maguire, John W., at home, New Hamburg, Pa. 

Minner, John A., laboring, Leetonia, Ohio. 

Murdock, Hettie, at home, Enon, Pa. 

Proctor, Celia, domestic, Sugar Creek, Pa. 

Raible, Tillie N., at home, Erie, Pa. 

Roberts, Sarah F-, at home, Wesley, Pa. 

Roby, George P., at school) Mercer, Pa. 

Schutte, August, in a store, Erie, Pa. 

Schreiner, Estella, at home, Mercer, Pa. 

Small, Henry M., on a farm, Clark's Mills, Pa. 

Sprague, Jessie E., with her aunt, Otsego Lake, Michigan. 

Vandegrift, Frank, farming, New Castle, Pa. 

Vorse, Louisa, with her mother, Albion, Pa. 

Waldron, William, with his mother, Titusville, Pa. 

Woodward, Roxana T., domestic, Corry, Pa. 



MOUNT JOY. 

Armstrong, Lillian, at home, Lykens, Pa. 

Britt, Julia, nurse, Shamokin, Pa. 

Brown, Leo, Catasauqua, Pa. 

Brubaker, Jacob, Hummelstown, Pa. 

Byle, William F., baker, Myerstown, Pa. 

Casey, Lydia, dressmaker, Shenandoah, Pa. 

Church, David, barber, Reading, Pa. 

Cool, Norman, normal school, Bloomsburg, Pa. 

Creglow, Albert, rolling-mill, Danville, Pa. 

Eisenberger, Christian, furnace, Columbia, Pa. 

Eisenhauer, Charlotte, at home, Fredericksburg, Pa. 
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Eshleman, Abram, gas-works, Bloomsburg, Pa. 

Ford, Frederick, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Fox, John E., molder, Danville, Pa. 

Gundaker, Howard, baker, Columbia, Pa. 

Hendricks, Grant, grocery, Lancaster, Pa. 

Lamberson, Ida, nurse, Washington, T>. C. 

McElnil.h, Naomi, dead. 

McFadden, Annie, factory, Marietta, Pa. 

McFadden, Eva, at school, Mount Joy, Pa. 

Masch, George, Lancaster, Pa. 

Mathews, Thomaa, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mover, Jacob, farming, Mahanoy. Pa. 

Nied, John E., baker, Danville, Pa. 

Nutting, Mary M.. at home, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Robinson, George M., book-keeper, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Short, Grant, farmer, Fredericksburg, Pa. 

Smith, Robert D., base-ball, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sneath, Lillie May, domestic, Shirleyaburg, Pa. 

Snyder, Urenos, telegrapher, Slatington, Pa. 

Sober, Harry M., Danville. Pa. 

Sowers, Anna, at home, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Sweitzer, Carrie, at home, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Walker, David, railroad, Orbisonia, Pa, 

Weiss, William P., grocery, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Winters, Jacob, baker, Danville, Pa. 

Wissler, Jacob, brick-yard, Lancaster, Pa. 



SOLDIERS' ORPHAN INSTITUTE. 

Anderson, Ida M.. with her mother, Philadelphia. 

Bauerfiend, Otto, in Soldiers' Orphan Institute bakery, Philadelphia. 

Bennett, Rebecca M., with her mother, Philadelphia. 

Buckholtz, August W., in a grocery store, Philadelphia, 

Butler, Eluthere D., in Wanamaker's store, Philadelphia. 

Cardaneo, Henry, in steam bakery, Philadelphia. 

Clossin. Alexander, in Disston's saw-works, Philadelphia. 

Combs, John R., in yarn factory, Philadelphia. 

Copp, Malissa F., in pen factory, Philadelphia. 

Couturier, William A., book-keeper, New York city. 

Davis, Abner J., in artificial floral-works, Philadelphia. 

Deitz, Charles A., clerk in insurance office, Philadelphia. 

Ellis, Harry G., upholstering, Philadelphia. 

Findley, Phoebe It., with her mother, Philadelphia. 

Griffith, John T-, upholstering, Philadelphia. 
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Hanley, George M., making cigars, Philadelphia. 
Hartley, Charles A., in starch factory, Philadelphia. 
Jeffries, Daniel, in stocking factory, Philadelphia. 
Kinsley, Catharine, with her auDt, Philadelphia. 
Lindsay, Mary E., in Incurable Home, Philadelphia. 
Mahoney, Gertude, with her mother, Philadelphia. 
Martin, Maggie, in fringe factory, Philadelphia. 
Mathews, Mary E., making artificial flowers, Philadelphia. 
Moffat t, Margaret, in business college, Philadelphia. 
Powers, Frederick E., on a farm, N. J. 
Purdy, George W., in Diss ton's saw-works, Philadelphia. 
Rasner, Kate, with her mother, Eastoo, Pa, 
Seib, Gertude, making jerseys, Philadelphia. 
Smack, John H., on a farm, Bucks county, Pa. 
Stehfest, Matilda, domestic, Philadelphia. 
Stoop, William H., in a lawyer's office, Philadelphia. 
Vance, John T.T., learning hat trade, Philadelphia. 
Walters, Nellie, making artificial flowers, Philadelphia. 
Weed, William H., in a printing office, Philadelphia. 
White, Elizabeth, domestic, Philadelphia. 
Wylie, Boyd, in a bakery, Philadelphia. 



UKIONTOWS. 

Allen, William H., at home, Titusville, Pa. 

Beasley, Sarah E., at service. 

Cook, Sarah A., at school, JumonviUe, Pa. 

Finch, Edwin M., at home, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Findley, Charles, in rolling-mill, Johnstown, Pa. 

Hammett, Helena, at home, Belle Vernon, Pa. 

Hanlin, Margaret, at service. 

Hayes, Jonathan McM., on a farm. 

Hemple, Maud, at school, JumonviUe, Pa. 

Hill, Edward M., in rolling-mill, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

King, Bertha, at school, JumonviUe, Pa. 

Kossell. Annie M., at home, Berlin, Pa. 

Lear, Charles D., learning a trade. 

McClure, Ida, at service, Uniontown, Pa. 

Minard, Mary V., with grandfather. 

Noel, Emma J., at home. 

Rimmel, Charles, on a farm. 

Tissue, Sarah C, at home. 

Tukesbrey, Jesse, at home, Waynesburg, Pa. 

V pcraft, David. 

t Sol. Orp. 
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White, Harry N., learning machinist trade. 
Williams, Lucy A., with grandmother. 
Watnbaugh, William, at school, Jumonville, Pa. 



WHITE HALL. 

Asbenfelter, Adessa, at home, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

Baty, John, learning trade, Williams port. Pa. 

Bottomfleld, Sheridan, learning trade, Everett, Pa. 

Brady, Lydia L., at home, Harrisburg, Pa. 

IS run or, Catharine, dressmaker. 

Burkett, Edgar, preparing to teach, Camp Hill, Pa. 

Corbin, Alice C, preparing to teach, Dublin Mills, Pa. 

Davis, Maggie R., supt. dining-room Insane Asylum, West Chester. 

Dunkinson, Charles R., in store, Chambersburg, Pa. 

Fry, Elizabeth, at home, Shippensburg, Pa. 

Greenour, Mary, with her mother, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Grove, Susan L.. at home, Tyrone, Pa. 

Horting, James L-, learning trade, Newport, Pa. 

Hosier, Edward, in store, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Keiffer, Clarence L., learning plastering, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

Keiser, Charles A., baker, York, Pa. 

Krisher, Oliver P., farming, Watsonuown, Pa. 

Meek, Minnie E., domestic, Bainbridge, Pa. 

Meloy, Ida F., with her uncle, Carlisle, Pa. 

Miller, Amy E., at normal school, Millersville, Pa. 

Myers, William H., farming, Campbells town, Pa. 

Ritchey, McCalvin H., working in saw-mill, Ray's Hill, Pa. 

Robison, Harvey, in store, Gettysburg, Pa. 

Smith, Grace, with her aunt, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

Staire, Maggie R., domestic, Shippensburg, Pa. 

Switzer, Emma B., at home, Williamsport, Pa. 

Ward, Charles, farming, Camp Hill, Pa. 

Warren, Margaret A., domestic, Duncannon, Pa. 

Webber, Maria, domestic, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Yeatter, Nancy Belle, domestic. Burnt Cabins, Pa. 

Zeigler, Jeremiah H., in ore mine, Mt Holly Springs, Pa, 



ST. PAUL'S ORPHAN HOME. 
Doersch, Leonora, West Lebanon, Pa. 
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TRESS IER ORPHAN HOME. 

Baker, Clara E., doing housework, Cumberland county, Pa. 

Beighler, William, at school, Blain, Pa. 

Graham, Clara E., at home, York, Pa. 

Hart, Margaret A., Richland county, Ohio. 

Hoover, William D.,with his parents. 

Kauffman, Luelta K., with her father, Juniata county. 

Mort, George A., with his parents, Andersouburg, Pa. 

Reeder, Tyson G. W., with his parents, Mainville, Pa. 

Bessler, Plato Alva, with his parents, Dalmatia, Pa. 

Saylor, Luther J., in Somerset county, Pa. 

Symmerman, Rhuana V., with her parents, Doylesburg, Pa. 

Srmmerman, Mary A., died July 3, 1884. 
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OFFICIAL CIRCULARS. 



Department of Soldiers' Obphan Schools, 
Harrisburq, September IS, 1871. 
To the Trustees of Soldiers' Orphans receiving partial Out-Door Relief: 

Your attention is respectfully called to the following information and 
directions for managing your trust: 

1. Under the appropriation act of 18T1, no expense for orphan children 
receiving partial outdoor relief, incurred prior to June 1, 1871, can be now 
paid without a special future appropriation. Such bills, however, remain- 
ing unsettled by the late administration, may be sent to this Department, 
where they will be filed to await the action of the Legislature. 

3. Payments of this kind will be made hereafter on the 1st of September 
and the 1st of March, each for six months, the first six months ending De- 
cember 1, and the second June 1. 

8. Before payments are made, the Department will require the blanks in 
the prescribed form of report to be filled up and forwarded, accompanied 
with a receipted bill for the amount agreed upon. 



Department of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 
Harrisburq, November SI, 1881. 
To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Somes : 
An act approved the 11th day of June, A. D. 1879, requires that every 
" public school-building, when any of such buildings are three or more 
stories in height, shall be provided with a permanent safe external means 
of escape therefrom in case of fire, Ac, &c." 

In view of this very explicit enactment, we are quite unwilling to allow 
any of the soldiers' orphans of the State to remain in buildings not pro- 
vided with such fire-escapes as the law requires. 

Will you please have the kindness to attend to this matter at once, that 
in our report of inspection we may be able to affirm that the law has been 
fully met and obeyed ? 

E. E. EIGBEE, 
Superintendent. 
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Department op Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 
Harrisburq, July 11, 188S. 
To the Principal* and Manager* of Soldiers' Orphan School* and Some* ; 
In accordance with the provisions of an act approved June 28, 1883, 1 
hereby appoint Rev. John W. Say era, male inspector and examiner, and he 
will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

B. E. HIGBEE, 
Superintendent. 

Department op Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 

Harrisburo, December £6, 188S. 
To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Homes : 

It has become our duty to inform you that the expenses of this Depart- 
ment for the quarter ending November 30, 1883, were three thousand dol- 
lars in excess pf the appropriation, and that if we continue at this rate, we 
will close the year with a large deficit after applying the small surplus from 
last year at our command. 

To let such a state of affairs come to pass we know would be disastrous, 
in view of the fact that the appropriation for the year beginning June 1, 
1884, is twenty-five thousand dollars less than we have for the current year. 
In order to avoid this trouble, this Department has decided to cease order- 
ing in new pupils, except to supply vacancies made by the withdrawal of 
pupils whose parents' circumstances have so changed that they now find 
themselves able to care for them at home. 

Vacancies caused by discharges on age or by death will not be filled. As 
there is a large number of very needy and worthy applicants appealing to 
us for admission, we hope for the cooperation of principals and managers 
in weeding out the class referred to above who have no right tinder the law 
to be in school, and in that way make room for the deserving ones so earn- 
estly praying for help. 

All applications forwarded will be carefully examined as heretofore, and 
accepted or rejected as the law may require. 

The accepted ones will be placed on file to be admitted as soon as the 
state of our funds will allow. 

E. E. HIGBEE, 
Superintendent. 



Department op Soldiers' Orphan Schools. 

Habrisburq, February 5, I884. 
To the Principals and Manager* of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Homes .- 
The custom heretofore followed by this Department of allowing parents 
or guardians to designate the schools to which they desire their children to 
be sent we now feel compelled to depart from for various reasons which 
commend themselves to our regard. 
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Hereafter, therefore, this Department will distribute the children to the 
various schools according to its judgment, having reference to the present 
condition of the schools and the necessity of consolidation, which will Boon 
demand attention. 

E. E. HIGBEE, 
Superintendent. 



Department of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 

Harrihburg, March IS, 1881,. 
To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Homes : 

Vacation this year will commence on Friday, July 11, and continue until 
Saturday, August 30. All the pupils must return to school promptly at 
the end of this period, as no excuses will be allowed for absences after that 
time. 

The examinations at the several institutions may continue as many days 
as those directly controlling them shall deem advisable, but the time of 
holding each examination must be made to include the day of visitation of 
the officers named below. Said officers will conduct the examinations) 
calling upon such persons to assist them as they may deem proper, and it 
is hereby directed that the examination of the lower classes be limited to 
some one branch of instruction, reserving most of the time for a more gen- 
eral examination of the higher classes or classes containing pupils soon to 
leave the institutions. 

The reports of examinations will be made out in the same way as they 
were made out last year, by the officers of the several schools and homes, 
and forwarded to this Department. 

No regular examinations will be held at the Children's Home, York, the 
Industrial School, Lincoln Institution, and Church Home, Philadelphia, or 
St. Paul's Orphan Home, Butler. These institutions, however, will be vis- 
ited and carefully inspected as heretofore. 

The examinations will begin promptly at nine o'clock on the morning of 
the days named. 

The State Superintendent and Inspector Savers will conduct all the ex- 
aminations on the several dates following : 

Uniontown, Monday, May 12; Mercer, Wednesday, May 1*; Dayton, 
Friday, May 16; White Hall, Monday, May 19; McAllisterville, Tuesday, 
May 20; Loysville, Tuesday, May 20; Mount Joy, Wednesday, May 21 ; 
Soldiers' Orphan Institute, Thursday, May 22; Chester Springs, Friday, 
May 23 ; Mansfield, Tuesday, May 2T, and Harford, Thursday, May 29. 

Mrs. E. E. Hutter, lady inspector, will be present at the schools of her 
choice and take part in the examinations. 

The Governor has kindly accepted an invitation, and will be present at 
as many of the examinations as his official duties will permit. 
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Commander Dyer, Department of Pennsylvania G. A. R. T and staff, are 
cordially invited to attend aa many of the examinations as will suit their con- 
venience. 

The superintendents of schools and principals of State normal schools 
will take part in the examinations held in their respective districts. 

An exhibition of industrial skill and military drill will form a feature of 
the examinations. Drawing and copy-books should be ready for inspection. 

The examinations will be, as heretofore, public, and the authorities of the 
several schools are requested to invite especially the presence of superin- 
tendents, directors, and teachers of common schools, members of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, old soldiers and sailors, members of the Legislature, 
judges of the courts, clergymen, editors, and such other citizens of the sev- 
eral localities as have interested themselves in the work of education as 
conducted in these schools. 

Pupils must resume their studies immediately after the examinations are 
concluded, and continue in unbroken attendance to the time fixed for vaca- 
tion. 

Arrangements should be perfected so that the examinations may com- 
mence promptly at the hour appointed. 

The regulations for vacation will be the same as in past yearB. 

E. E. HIGBEE, 
Superintendent. 



Department op Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 

Harribburo, September 80, 1884. 
Tc the Principals and managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Homes: 

On December 26, 1888, we notified you by circular letter of our fears 
at that time of heavy deficits arising in the future because of the large 
number of pupils then in the several schools and homes, and of the greatly 
reduced appropriations at our command for the two years ending May 31, 
1885. 

Hoping to obviate such an undesirable result, we advised you, by the 
same letter, of our decision to cease ordering new pupils into school, ex- 
cept where vacancies were made by the withdrawal of children by parents 
whose pecuniary condition had been so changed by the receipt of pensions, 
or otherwise, since securing their admission, as to enable them to properly 
care for them at home. 

The object in addressing you now is to say that our worst fears have 
been realized; that we closed the school-year ended May 81st last with a 
deficit of $14,166 30, and the first quarter of the current year with a 
further one of $8,056 23, making the aggregate deficit up to August 31st 
last $22,222 53. 

This sum will necessarily be largely increased by the close of the pres- 
ent school-year if prompt and decisive action is not taken. Therefore, 
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confidently believing that the best interests of the schools and this De- 
partment demand it, I have, after careful deliberation, decided to adhere 
firmly to the policy adopted some months since of withholding orders for 
□ew admissions entirely, no matter how great the distress, and in addition 
thereto to require you to name not less than six per cent, of the pupils re- 
ported as in good and regular standing on the school rolls the first day of 
September for immediate discharge. 

By this it is meant that you shall include absentees and those discharged 
on order subsequent to said date in the quota, as also the children of 
croakers and chronic grumblers, together with those of parents whose 
circumstances have so changed that they are now able to take care of them 
at home. The class last-named have no legal right to be in the schools and 
must be weeded out thoroughly. 

You will prepare a separate statement in each individual case, giving the 
name of the child, its date of birth, and the county in which the parents 
resided when application for admission was made ; the same to be placed 
on file here as a matter of record. 

A list of the names of any discharged on order since September 1st need 
only be furnished. 

You must respond to this order by the 20th proximo. 

E. E. HIGBEE, 
Superintendent. 



Department of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 
Harrisborg, October 1, 188^. 

To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools and Somes : 
You are hereby notified that all orders for admission of children granted 
prior to this date which have not yet beeD presented to you by the parents 
or guardians are rescinded and will not be honored by this Department. 

E. E. HIGBEE, 
Superinten dent. 
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REVISED RULES AND REGULATIONS. 



Department of Soldiers' Orphan Schools, 

Harribbctw, Pa., October 1, 1881,. 
To the Principals and Managers of Soldiers' Orphan Schools: 

Your attention ia respectfully called to the following revised rules and 
regulations : 

I. Clothing. 

1. The clothing for the respective sexes must be uniform in each institu- 
tion. It must be seasonable, of good quality, and sufficient in quantity for 
Sunday and every-day wear, and for weekly changes. 

8. For the boys' suits, a choice of three colors will be allowed : First, a 
West Point gray cadet suit, consisting of pants, with black stripes down 
the sides ; jacket, buttoned to the neck ; Pennsylvania State buttons ; cap 
to match. Second, dark navy-blue suit, consisting of pants and jacket — 
made the same as described in gray suit, cap to match ; or, Third, a dark 
blue jacket, and light kersey pants, with dark blue cap. Suits in the colors 
chosen to be made in cadet or military style. 

3. For the girls, in winter, a dress of black alpaca-poplin, trimmed with 
blue or red ; or alpaca- poplin, wine color, blue or plaid, trimmed with same 
material as quillings or bands ; black cloth coat ; winter hat. In summer, 
a dress of white drilling, pink calico, gingham, or delaine ; straw hat, neatly 
trimmed, and summer sacque. 

4. Price list for making and repairing clothing : 

Sunday dresses, 100 oents. [ Aprons, low, 8 cents. 

Every-day dremes, 40 " Aprons, with bodies, 18 " 

Chemises, 15 " Skirts, 20 " 

Drawers, IB " | Skirts, with bodies, BO » 

FOB BOYS. 

Pants, winter, 60 oents. I Jackets, summer, lined, .... 50 oents. 

Jackets, winter, 90 " Jackets, summer, unlined, ... 40 " 

Pants, summer, lined 40 " Shirts, plain, 35 " 

Pants, summer, unlined, .... 30 " | Shirts, navy style, 80 " 



For pair of half-soles, s 

For pair of heel-taps 1 

For each toe-tap, . 8 " | 

For repairing clothing, actual expense incurred will only be allowed. 

5. Form for clothing account. — The following form has been adopted by 
the Department for use in future settlements of clothing accounts at the 
close of each fiscal year. This will hereafter be required of all the schools 
in lieu of issue-rolls, for which the necessary blanks will be forwarded in 
time. 
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Clothing Account. 

Soldiers' Orphan School. 

To Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools : 

Sir : The following statement is respectfully submitted for the year end- 
ing May 81, 1885: 



1884. 


















(HI 




Goods purchased, making and repairing clothing, mend- 








ing oboes, Ao., during the year, for which 


vouchers are 








enclosed as follows : 








DAT*. 


i 


Amount. 


DATS. 


i 


Amount. 
















1884. 


















July 10, . . 


i 


flOO 


INI 


Oct. 1, . 


IB 


8150 


INI 






™ 12. 




2 


200 


(HI 


" 16, . 


14 


SOU 


IN) 










8 


100 


m 


Nov. 10, . 


15 


200 


INI 












200 


INI 




16 


200 


(HI 










5 


800 


INI 




17 


100 


(H) 










6 


200 


INI 


" 10, . 


IS 


100 


(HI 






» 22, 






160 


INI 


1885. 












" 80, 




8 


ISO 


INI 


Jan. 1, . 


19 


160 


(HI 






Sept. 1, 




9 


850 


INI 


" 15, . 


20 


150 


(HI 










10 


250 


IN) 


Feb. 5, . 


21 


200 


(HI 






" 15, 




11 


50 


INI 


Mar. 15, . 


22 


200 


(HI 










12 


60 


INI 


April 20, . 


28 


160 


(HI 
















24 


150 


00 


4,060 






(2,000 


00 


82,050 


00 


00 


1886. 


Total value of clothing. Ac., for dlstrih 




84,150 


m 


May SI, . . 


Total amount of bills presented for eduoati 
and maintenance, including clothing fort 

Value of clothing distributed to children, 


■e 








4,000 


00 




8160 


(HI 




of which a detailed list is enolosed. 







County of > m 

Statb op Pennsylvania,) 

Personally appeared before me, ...... of Soldiers' 

Orphan School, who, being duly . . , according to law, doth depose and 
say that the foregoing is a true and correct statement of the clothing ac- 
count of said school; that the clothing, &c, purchased as represented by 
the above vouchers, was in strict conformity with the instructions of the 
Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphan Schools; and that these supplies have 
actually beeu distributed to, and used by, the pupils under his care during 
the year. 

. . . and subscribed before > Prin. or Man. 

me, this . . day of . . . 188 . ) 

Approved . . day of . . . 188 . ....... Inspector. 
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These directions, as to clothing, except so far as the general rules relat- 
ing to it and the kinds suggested are concerned, have no reference to the 
church homes, which receive ODly $100 and $115 for the instruction and- 
maintenance of each child. In their case, the children must be clothed sub- 
ject to inspection, and no special accounts need be kept or rendered. 



II. Amount! Allowed fttr Education anil Maintenance, 

1, To the institutions named below, $150 per annum will be allowed for 
each child above ten years of age, and $115 for each child of less than that 
age, viz : Chester Springs, Dayton, Harford, Lincoln Institution, Mansfield, 
McAUisterville, Mercer, Mount Joy, Soldiers' Orphan Institute, TJniontown, 
and White Hall. 

To the several asylums and church homes that have never received any 
appropriation from the State,$116 per annum will be allowed for each child. 

To the several asylums and church homes that have received , at any time, 
appropriations from the State, $100 per annum will be allowed for each child. 

It will be observed, upon examination, that these allowances are in strict 
accordance with the act of Assembly, and they cannot be departed from. 
The authorities of the several institutions must govern themselves accord- 
ingly in making up their quarterly bills. 

III. Rnlci Relating to Charg n>. 

1. Children discharged on order or transfer may be charged for until they 
leave the institution. 

i. No charge can be allowed for children until they actually enter the 
institution. 

3. No allowances for pay can be made for children entering an institution 
without orders from this Department. 

4. Pupils who are absent from school more than three (8) days either 
with or without leave, except at the regular vacations, are not to be charged 
for on the quarterly bills for said absence. 

6. All applications for leave of absence, witb the length of time specified, 
and the opinion of the principal or manager endorsed thereon, must be 
forwarded to this Department for approval or disapproval. 

6. Pay will be allowed for the time a pupil is furloughed in accordance 
herewith. 

IT. Food. 

No regular bill of fare will be prescribed. All the schools and homes 
will certainly provide food for their children that is proper in variety, 
healthful in kind, and sufficient in quantity, and nothing more is desired. 

v. Sleeping Apartmcati. 

Care must be taken that the sleeping apartments are all well ventilated 
and not over-crowded. The beds and bedding must be clean and comfortable. 
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VI, InJft.tr in. 

The industries so long in force in the schools, which have given syste- 
matic employment to the pupils of both sexes during the past years, will 
be required in the future. The work done will form a prominent feature 
of the annual examinations. 

VII. EMM or Study, 

First Grade. — Spelling, reading, writing, and drawing on slates, oral ex- 
ercises in numbers, object lessons. 

Second Grade. — Spelling, reading, writing, and drawing on slates, mental 
arithmetic, four fundamental rules of written arithmetic, object lesaons. 

Third Grade Spelling, reading, writing, drawing, mental and written 

arithmetic, geography, and object lessons. 

Fourth Grade — Same as for third grade. 

Fifth Grade. — Same as for fourth grade, with the addition of grammar. 

Sixth Grade. — Same as for fifth grade, with the addition of history of 
United States. 

Seventh Grade. — Spelling, reading, book-keeping, elementary algebra, 
geography, grammar, history of United States, physiology. 

Eighth Grade.— Reading, algebra or geometry, grammar, Constitution 
of United States, natural philosophy or the elements of the natural sciences 
generally. 

Vocal music, declamation, composition, and instruction in morals and 
manners must be continued throughout the whole course. 

Drills in military tactics must be systematically kept up in all the insti- 
tutions where there are boys over ten years of age. The boys in all 
the schools will be expected to be proficient in the " School of the Com- 
pany." 

The studies of the course must be frequently reviewed as the pupils pro- 
ceed. Bible-classes and Sunday-schools as organized in all the schools 
must be continued, but sectarian instruction carefully avoided, except where 
the children are all of one denomination. 

Object lessons, by which a large amount of general information can be 
imparted and valuable instruction given in the elements of the different 
sciences, must constitute an important feature of the course. 

VIII. Report-. 

1. The customary weekly reports must be furnished at the close of each 
week on the prescribed form. 

2. The quarterly reports, with the lists as specified on the blank, must 
be forwarded with the bills at the close of each quarter. 

3. The annual instruction report, similar to the one made the present 
year, must be made out at the close of the school-term in July and promptly 
forwarded. 
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4. An annual report in writing, giving an account of the progress and 
improvements made during the year, and the sanitary, industrial, educa- 
tional, and moral condition of the institution, and any additional informa- 
tion that it may be desirable to communicate, must be made. This report 
should be on file in this Department not later than August 15. 

5. Each school must furnish, on or before August 1 in each year, as 
complete a list in alphabetical order as it is possible to prepare of all chil- 
dren who have gone from it at the age of sixteen, for the year ended May 
31st previous, giving occupations, Ac, since leaving school. 

All the reports due the Department from any institution must be on file 
in the form required before its bills are approved or paid. 

IX. Revolution*. 

1. Principals and managers have authority to permit children to visit 
their homes for a period of three days, but no longer, without consulting 
ihis Department, and need not note such absences on weekly reports. 

2. Parents or guardians must limit their visits at the schools to one day 
in length, and will, while there, sustain no intimate relations with any chil- 
dren except their own. 

3. Distant relatives and near acquaintances are not expected to visit the 
children, but may visit the schools as the general public have a right to, 
and are cordially invited to do. 

4. Smoking is not allowed on the premises of any of the schools or 
homes. 

5. Principals and managers will see that the foregoing regulations are 
rigidly enforced. 

X. Inspection*. 

1. AH the schools will be visited and carefully inspected by the State In- 
spectors as heretofore, who will render detailed reports on the blanks pre- 
pared for this purpose. 

2. It will be their duty at each visitation to call the roll and see that ab- 
sentees are properly noted on the weekly reports of the schools to this De- 
partment. 

3. It will be the duty of the lady inspector at each quarterly visitation 
carefully to compare all bills of goods purchased since her previous visit, 
as to quality and price. If found correct and she shall be satisfied the same 
have been or are to be used for the benefit of the children, she will then ap- 
prove said bill or bills, with date of approval. 

4. It will be the duty of the male inspector, at a special visit to be made 
between the 15th and 31st of May in each year, to reexamine all bills of 
goods purchased and issued during the year, together with the invoice of 
goods on hand and not issued to the pupils. 

If they are found correct and properly noted on the statement, (a form 
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of which is given on page 60,) he will then approve the account for the year 
as rendered by the principal, and direct it to be forwarded to this Depart- 
ment. The inspectors have full authority to require the correction of all 
deficiencies. 

E. E. HIGBEE, 

Superintendent. 
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LAWS REGULATING THE SCHOOLS. 



ACT OF 186T. 



To provide tor the oontta uanoe of the education and maintenance of the destitute or- 
phans of the deceased soldiers and sailors, and the destitute children of permanently 
disabled soldiers and sailors of the State, 

Whereas, Several considerable appropriations have been expended, for 
the proper education and maintenance of the destitute children of the men 
of Pennsylvania, who died in defense of the Union during the late rebel- 
lion ; 

And whereas, It is incumbent upon the State to continue this provision 
for those children who are now hers ; 

And whereas, The experience thus far acquired, in the performance of 
this duty, now enables the Legislature to regulate, by statute, the large dis- 
cretionary powers heretofore exercised in the premises ; therefore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, £c. t That the Governor of this Commonwealth 
is hereby authorized and required to appoint, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, a State Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans, for 
three years, from and after the date of said appointment, to be snbject to 
removal, for cause, as other officers, appointed in like manner, are now, 
whose office shall be at Harrisburg, whose salary shall be the same as that 
of the State Superintendent of Common Schools, and necessary traveling 
expenses, and who shall give bonds, with three sureties, to be approved by 
the Auditor General, and filed in the office of the Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, for the faithful per- 
formance of his duties ; the Superintendent shall have power to appoint one 
clerk, and the Governor one male inspector and examiner, and one female 
assistant, each at a salary not exceeding one hundred dollars per month, 
and necessary traveling expenses, to inspect and examine the Soldiers' Or- 
phan Schools hereinafter provided for : Provided, That said Superintend- 
ent shall not, during the period of his superintend ency, have any pecu- 
niary interest in any of tbe said orphan schools. 

Section 3. That the State Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans is hereby 
authorized and empowered to contract with tbe trustees, proprietors, or 
principals of institutions now employed as soldiers' orphan homes and 
schools, possessing such good and sufficient accommodations as said Super- 
intendent may approve, and of such other like institutions as may be nec- 
essary for the proper care, and maintenance, and education, at the expense 
of the State, and until tbe age of sixteen years, of the destitute orphan 
children of all such deceased soldiers and sailors, citizens of Pennsylvania, 
and soldiers who have served in Pennsylvania regiments, as have died in 
5 Sol. Orp. 
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the service of the United States, in the bite war to suppress the rebellion : 
Provided, That the Superintendent may require that institutions receiving 
soldiers ' orphans over ten years of age shall have not less than twenty acres 
of tillable land, and accommodations for not less than one hundred and 
fifty soldiers' orphans, except the Lincoln Institution, in the city of Phila- 
delphia : And provided further, That said Superintendent of Soldiers' 
Orphans shall establish at least one such institution, for the reception of 
soldiers' orphans over the age of ten years, within one year after the pas- 
sage of this act, in each of the twelve Normal school districts, now provided 
for by law, if, in the opinion of said Superintendent, the Governor concur- 
ring, the same shall be required and practicable : And provided further, 
That in no case shall the State become liable, in any manner, for the cost 
of erecting, repairing, or furnishing any of the institutions employed as Sol- 
diers' Orphan Schools. 

Section 3. That the State Superintendent of soldiers' orphans is hereby 
authorized to receive conveyances and transfers of the custody, care, and 
control, for all the purposes of education and maintenance, till their arrival 
at the age of sixteen years, of said destitute soldiers' orphans, from their 
respective mothers, guardians, or next Mends ; and all such conveyances 
and transfers heretofore made, or that may hereafter be made, to the State 
Superintendent of soldiers' orphans, shall be valid and binding upon said 
mothers, guardians, and next friends, and also upon said orphans till their 
arrival at the age of sixteen years ; and if said orphans abscond, or be 
withdrawn without his consent from the custody of the Superintendent, or 
from the institutions in which he shall place them, they, and all persons 
withdrawing or harboring them, shall thereupon become liable to the pro- 
visions of the acts of Assembly relating to absconding apprentices. 

Section 4. That the superintendent of soldiers' orphans shall, by and 
with the advice and approval of the Governor, prescribe rules and regu- 
lations for the government of institutions becoming Soldiers' Orphan 
Schools, designate the minimum number and grade of employe's necessary 
specify the character and quality of food and clothing that shall be fur- 
nished, and which shall be similar for all institutions of the same grade in 
the State, and decide upon a course of study to be pursued, which course 
shall embrace, at least, the usual branches of a good common school educa- 
tion, together with instruction in vocal music, military tactics, and calis- 
thenics, and the greatest variety possible of household and domestic pur- 
suits, and mechanical and agricultural employments, consistent with the 
respective sexes and ages of said orphan children and their school-room 
studies ; he shall visit each Soldiers' Orphan School at least once each quar- 
ter, either in person or by deputy, remaining at least twenty-four hours in 
each. 

Section 5. Application for the admission of soldiers orphans, entitled to 
the benefits of this act into the institutions established for their education 
and maintenance, shall be made by conveyance and transfers to the Super- 
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intendent of Soldiers' Orphans, in accordance with proviaiona of section 
third of this act, executed, under oath, by the mother, if living, and by the 
guardian or next friend, if the mother be dead, or has abandoned said or- 
phans ; but all applications must be approved by the board of school di- 
rectors, controllers, or superintending committee of the district, ward, or 
city in which the mother resides, if she makes the application, or in which 
the orphans reside, in other cases, and the superintendent may require such 
other certificate, from a auperintending committee, which committee shall 
be appointed and hold office at the discretion of the superintendent, and by 
and with the consent of the Governor, or from such other source as he may 
deem necessary. 

Suction 6. That the said superintendent be and is hereby authorized and 
directed to procure a school or schools, or home or homes for the children 
of the colored soldiers and sailors who fell in the recent rebellion, subject 
to the same regulations and restrictions provided in relation to the educa- 
tion and maintenance of the orphans of our white soldiers and sailors : Pro- 
vided, That when he may deem it expedient to do so, the said superintend- 
ent may waive the restriction in regard to number of acres and extent of 
accommodation in the case of schools or homes for colored orphans. 

Section 7. That all contracts made by said Superintendent shall be char- 
acterized alike by a wise economy and a just regard for services rendered, 
and that no contract shall be made for a longer period than one year, unless 
with the sanction of the Governor, and in cases in which it is clearly the 
interest of the State to contract for a longer period, such period in no case, 
however, to exceed five years : Provided, That all the contracts made un- 
der this act may be annulled at any time for failure to fulfill the conditions 
of such contracts on the part of any contractor, of which failure the Gov- 
ernor and Superintendent shall be the judges; and that every such con- 
tract shall be made upon the condition of the continuance of said Soldiers' 
Orphan Schools by the Legislature of the State. 

Section 8. That the said Superintendent may, with the consent of the 
Governor, afford partial relief, in kind, not exceeding thirty dollars per an- 
num for each orphan, in cases where, in his judgment, it is proper to suffer 
the orphans to remain with their surviving parents, or relatives, or guard- 
ians, and to receive instruction in the public schools of the Common- 
wealth. 

Section 9. That all bills for the maintenance and education of the soldiers' 
orphans shall be paid quarterly, by warrant drawn directly upon the State 
Treasurer, signed by the Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans, who shall file 
a receipted bill for the same in the Auditor General's office, before issuing 
the next quarterly warrant, which the State Treasurer is hereby forbidden 
to pay until such receipted bill is thus filed : Provided, That all amounts 
appropriated for the purchase of clothing, and the payment of partial relief, 
salaries and incidental expenses, may be drawn by the State Superintendent 
of Soldiers' Orphans, upon the warrants of the Governor, and the hills for 
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the same settled semi-annually, at the Auditor General's office, in the usual 
manner. 

Section 10. That the Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans shall require 
monthly, quarterly, and annual reports, according to such form as he shall 
prescribe, from each institution receiving soldiers' orphans, at the expense 
of the State ; and that said Superintendent shall, not later than the first day 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, and annually 
thereafter, make a detailed report to the Governor of this Commonwealth, 
of all the soldiers' orphans under his charge, their condition and progress, 
the numbers of each respective age, from four to sixteen years, and such 
other information as he may deem expedient, together with the statement 
of receipts and disbursements by item, and estimates for ensuing years. 

Section - 11. That when any of said orphans shall have arrived at the age of 
sixteen, or sooner, if deemed expedient, said Superintendent shall, at the 
written request of said orphan, and of his or her mother, guardian, or next 
friend, put or bind him or her out to such trade and employment, and to 
such master or mistress, or employer, as shall thus be requested, and for 
such term as shall expire, if a male, at or before the age of twenty-one, and 
if a female, at or before the age of eighteen years ; in which indenture of 
apprenticeship, there shall be included such covenants for the further edu- 
cation of the orphan as said Superintendent may prescribe ; and such ap- 
prenticeship shall be in all other respects, not herein provided for, subject 
to the provisions of the act of Assembly relating to masters and appren- 
tices, and the supplements thereto. 

Section 12. That upon arrival at the age of sixteen years, each of said 
orphans who shall not desire to be apprenticed to a trade or employment, 
shall be restored to the mother, guardian, or next friend, with a full outfit 
of clothes, and a certificate, signed by said Superintendent and the princi- 
pal of the proper school, showing his or her moral standing, and literary 
and industrial attainments and qualifications. 

Section 13. That the year, for all operations under this act, shall begin 
on the first Monday of June in each year, and end on the day preceding 
the first Monday of June of the year next succeeding ; and all appropria- 
tions, hereafter made, shall be for the year, as herein determined, and made 
in like manner, and at the same time, as appropriations are now made for 
the general expenses of the government. 

Section 14. That all acts, and parts of acts, heretofore passed, and in- 
consistent with this act, be and they are hereby repealed. 

ACT OP 1871. 

Consolidating the Department o 

Section 43. * * * *. That from and after the passage of this act all 
the duties performed by the Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans shall be 
done and performed by the Superintendent of Common Schools : Provided- 



digitized byGOOgle 



Ex. Doc.] Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphan& 69 

That the Superintendent of Common Schools shall, before entering upon 
the discharge of his duties as Superintendent of Soldiers' Orphans, give 
bond, with three sufficient securities, to be approved by the Auditor General, 
and filed in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, in the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, for the faithful performance of his duties as 
superintendent of said orphan schools. 



ACT OP I8T4. 
\B, By the provisions of an act entitled " An act to provide for 
the education and maintenance of the destitute orphans of deceased soldiers 
and sailors, and the destitute children of permanently disabled soldiers 
and sailors of the State," approved the ninth day of April, Anno Domini, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, it was the manifest intention 
of the State to provide for all cases named in said title ; 

And whereas, By the restrictions imposed in section fifteenth of act to 
provide for the ordinary expenses of the Government and other the gen- 
eral and specific appropriations for the year, Anno Domini, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy -three, approved the ninth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy- three, all children born after Jan- 
uary first, one thousand eight hundred and sixty -six, were thereby ex- 
cluded from the benefits of this system; therefore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That all the children of deceased soldiers 
who were formerly residents of this State and enlisted into the service of 
the United States, in regiments belonging to other States, and died in said 
service, such children now residents of this State, and the children of de- 
ceased, destitute, or permanently disabled soldiers or sailors, whether born 
after or before January first, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, 
shall be admitted into the Soldiers' Orphan Schools on the same conditions 
as the orphans of deceased soldiersand sailors are now admitted: Provided, 
The number shall not exceed one hundred. 

Section 2. The Superintendent of Orphans' Schools is hereby required 
to present in his annual report a full list of all children admitted under the 
provisions of this act : Provided, That all children remaining in schools 
under the care of the State, shall be discharged on the thirty-first day of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine, and that the business 
of the Soldiers' Orphan School Department shall be then finally closed. 

Section 3. All laws inconsistent or conflicting with this act are hereby 
repealed. 



ACT OF 1875. 

Repealing the proviso in section one of the act of 1874. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, dbc, That the proviso in section one of an act 

entitled "An act to provide for the education and maintenance of the des- 
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titute orphans of deceased soldiers and sailors, and the destitute children 
of permanently disabled soldiers and sailors of the State," approved the 
fifteenth day of May, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
four, be and the same is hereby repealed, and from and after the passage of 
this act the said section shall read as follows : That all the children of de- 
ceased soldiers, who were formerly residents of this State, and enlisted into 
the service of the United States in regiments belonging to other States, 
and died in said service, such children now residents of this State, and the 
children of deceased destitnte or permanently disabled soldiers or sailors, 
whether born after or before January first, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-six, shall be admitted into the Soldiers' Orphan Schools on the same 
conditions as the orphans of deceased soldiers and sailors are now ad- 
mitted. 



ACT OF 1878. 

Repealing so much of the act of 1871 as limits the time when nhildreo shall be educated 

and maintained by the State. 

Whereas, By the provisions of an act entitled "An act to provide for 
the education and maintenance of destitute children of permanently dis- 
abled soldiers and sailors of the State," approved the ninth day of April, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, it was the evi- 
dent intention of the State to continue to provide for the classes named 
in said title, so long as there remains such children to be educated ; there- 
fore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, dsc, That so much of the act entitled "An act 
to provide for the education and maintenance of the destitute children of 
permanently disabled soldiers and sailors, and the destitute orphans of de- 
ceased soldiers and sailors of the State," approved the fifteenth day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four, as provides that all the chil- 
dren remaining in the schools under the care of the State shall be discharged 
on the thirty-first day of May, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-nine, be and the same is hereby repealed. 



ACT OF 1881. 



Extract from appropriation 



Section 2. * * * Provided, No admissions shall be granted to any 
of the soldiers' orphan schools or homes after June first, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-two, and all such schools or homes shall close 
and all children be discharged from said institutions on June first, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-five. 
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ACT OF 1883. 

Bxttnding tne lime for udmliaiona to, and Ihn final closing; of, the Mhooli. 
AN ACT 

Repealing the seoond section of an act entitled "An act to provide for the expenses re- 
quired by an atit entitled 'An act to provide for the oontinuanoe of the education and 
maintenance of the destitute orphans of the deceased soldiers and Bailors, and the 
destitute ohildren of permanently disabled soldiers and sailors of the State,' " ap- 
proved the twenty-ninth day of Jane, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-one ; also repealing the second section of an act entitled "An act to pro- 
vide for the expenses required by an act entitled 'An act to provide for the continu- 
ance of the education and maintenance of the destitute orphans of the deceased sol- 
diers and sailors, and the destitute children of permanently disabled soldiers and 
sailors of the State,' " approved the eleventh day of June, Anno Domini one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seventy-nine, and fixing a time for closing of said schools 
and discharging orphans and ohildren therein. 

Whereas, After careful inquiry, it is ascertained that all children who 
were entitled, under late existing laws, to the benefits of the soldiers' or- 
phan school system of Pennsylvania, were not admitted to said schools and 
homes prior to the time fixed by law for admissions to cease, and that there 
will be in the schools, at the time provided for closing them, seventeen hun- 
dred and seventy children, {without allowing for discharges on order,) who 
will be under sixteen years of age, nearly all of whom will have no homes 
and will become objects of charity. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That so much of the second section of an 
act entitled "An act to provide for the expenses required by an act entitled 
'An act to provide for the continuance of the education and maintenance 
of the destitute orphans of the deceased soldiers and sailors, and the des- 
titute children of permanently disabled soldiers and sailors of the State,'" 
approved the twenty-ninth day of June, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-one, which reads as follows, to wit : 

" Section 2. Provided, No admission shall be granted to any of the sol- 
diers' orphan schools or homes after June first, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-two, and all such schools or homes shall close, and all chil- 
dren be discharged- from said institutions on June first, one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-five." Also, so much of the second section of an act 
entitled "An act to provide for the expenses required by an act entitled 
'An act to provide for the continuance of the education and maintenance 
of the destitute orphans of the deceased soldiers and sailors, and the desti- 
tute children of permanently disabled soldiers and sailors of the State,' " 
approved the eleventh day of June, Anno Domini one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-nine, which reads as follows, to wit : 

" Section 2. * * * Provided, No admissions shall be granted to 
any of the soldiers' orphan schools or homes after June first, eighteen 
hundred and eighty-two, and all such schools or homes shall close, and all 
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children be discharged from Baid institution on June first, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-five," be and the same is hereby repealed. 

" Section 2. Provided, No admissions shall be granted to any of the 
soldiers' orphan schools or homes after June first, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-seven, and all schools or homes shall close, and all children 
be discharged from said institutions on June first, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety." 
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